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Careful Irrigationists are Investigating Our 
New Water Balanced Pump—Then Buying It 


Krogh Pumps 


mean more water with less power. 
They are fitted with Ring Oiling 
Bearings. | Removable Bushings. 


They give the most satisfaction with- 


the least attention. 


Krogh Motor Driven Pump 
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Krogh Manufacturing Co. 


147-59 Beale St., San Francisco 
Branch Sales Office at Los Angeles 
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Increasing the Generat 
Joaquin Light and 


By A. C. BALCH, Vice-President, Sa 


eo DDITIONS to the facil- 
ities of the San Joaquin 
Light and Power Cor- 
poration to represent an 
expenditure of $2,000,000 
when completed, have 
just been ordered and our organiza- 
tion is now busying itself with the big 
task of getting this work under way. 

The extension of our transmission 
and distribution lines into new ter- 
ritory has created a demand for elec- 
tric service that is soon to tax the 
capacity of our generating plants. 
We have under construction at pres- 
ent two hydro-electric plants, our No. 
2 plant on the San Joaquin River and 
the Tule River plant, but when these 
are completed and placed in operation 
they will not aid sufficiently in hand- 
ling the increasing demand, and fur- 
ther additions will be made to the 
steam and hydro-electric generating 
capacities. 

Within the past- few months we 
have extended our power lines across 
the Coast Range Mountains into the 
countiefé of Monterey, San Luis 
Obispo and Santa Barbara, and here 
a score of cities and towns, as well as 
one of the greatest oil producing ter- 
ritories in the state, are being sup- 
plied with power generated in the 
Sierra Nevada Mountains and trans- 
mitted across the broad San Joaquin 
Valley by high tension 60,000 volt 
transmission lines. An energetic and 
far-reaching campaign, which has 
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ing Capacity of the San 
Power Corporation 


n Joaquin Light & Power Corporation 


strikingly illustrated the economical 
and physical advantages of electricity 
as a motive power in the oilfields and 
agricultural districts—for the opera- 
tion of pumping plants in the last 
named—is extending our distribution 
lines in a veritable network over the 
San Joaquin Valley. This demand for 
agricultural power is giving us a con- 
tinuity of service which is particularly 
desirable. 

Development in the territory which 
we serve is increasing at a very rapid 
rate. Cities and towns seem to be 
building up over night, and section 
after section of the finest kind of ag- 
ricultural land is being made tillable 
by the tapping of the underground 
water supply by well drilling. The 
progress that now stands out so prom- 
inently is only an indication of what 
is to follow. The great bulk of the 
actual development work will fall 
upon the San Joaquin Light and 
Power Corporation by the demand for 
power and light. Convenience and 
economy are prominent factors in this 
development work, and electricity has 
become a commodity which is pioneer- 
ing many localities. 

The new improvements will add 
19,000 kilowatts or about 24,000 horse- 
power to our generating capacity, and 
our transmission and distribution sys- 
tem will be increased by more than 
1,000 miles of line by the end of the 
present year. 

The plans 
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capacity include the completion of 
two new hydro-electric plants, the 
Tule River plant in Tulare county and 
the No. 2 plant on the north fork of 
the San Joaquin River in Madera 
county. The Tule River plant will 
give us 6,000 K. W., while the No. 2 
plant will add 3,000 K. W. The re- 
building of the Kern River plant, at 
the mouth of the Kern River canyon 
south of Bakersfield, will increase the 
capacity of that power house to 3,750 


Chalmers generators direct connected 
with Allis Chalmers impulse type 
water wheels, and will be sufficient to 
carry a 25 per cent overload working 
under a head of approximately 1500 
feet. The plant will generate at 2300 
volts. A bank of four high tension 
transformers, allowing one for reserve 
use, will step up the voltage to 60,000, 
which will be tied into the east 60,000 
volt line of our loop system. A 60,000 
volt high tension transmission line is 


Interior View of Power House No. 1 


K. W., and an addition to the steam 
plant in Bakersfield will give us 6,250 
K. W., giving us 10,000 K. W. addi- 
tional capacity in the southern end of 
the system. To carry on this con- 
struction the employment of more 
than 500 additional workmen will be 
required. Our present pay roll con- 
tains the names of a few more than 
1150 persons. 

The equipment of the Tule River 
plant will be two 3,000 K. W. Allis 


being built from the power house to 
Strathmore and from Strathmore to 
Famosa, in the center of the agricul- 
tural district at the southern end of 
the valley, where a new sub-station 
has just been erected. 

The No. 2 plant will be operated 
with 120 second feet of water under 
309 foot head and will develop 3,000 
K. W. The generators will be driven 
by a Francis Type Turbine and four 
1,000 K. W. General Electric trans- 
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Main Switchboard—High- Tension Switch Gallery in Power House No. 1 


formers will step up the voltage to 30,000 volts to 60,000 volts. The plant 
60,000. is equipped with two main generating 

In line with this improvement the units which generate three phase cur- 
No. 3 plant will be changed over from rent at 550 volts. Four 666 K. W. 


Ve 


Hydro-Electric Plant in Kern River Canyon Soon to be Enlarged. 
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General Electric transformers will be 
installed to step up the voltage to 
60,000, and the line between the power 
house and power house No. 1 will be 
rebuilt from 30,000 volts to 60,000 
volts. A 60,000 volt transmission line 
will be built from the No. 3 plant to 
Raymond to serve the granite quarries 
in that locality. The improvements in 
No. 3 are following out the policy of 
increasing the pressure of all trans- 
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Construction Scenes at No. 2 Plant: 
South End 


mission lines from 30,000 to 60,000 
volts. 

The improvements planned for the 
plant in the Kern River canyon pro- 
vide for the complete rebuilding of 
the generating facilities and the power 
house. This plant is one of the first 
hydro-electric plants to be built in the 
state. When first constructed water 
was carried from the point of diver- 
sion along the face of the rocky cliff 
in a wooden frame. Later, however, 
the flume was abandoned and a tun- 
nel 8500 feet long, 8 feet wide and 7 


feet high was driven through the solid 
granite mountain. It is lined with 
concrete and terminates at the head of 
the pipe line which is 477 feet in 
length and has a drop of 212 feet. The 
present power house is a frame struc- 
ture but this will be reconstructed of 
concrete. The present equipment, 
consisting of three generators, gener- 
ating at 350 K. W. each and operated 
by Knight water wheels, will be re- 


On the Left, North End of Tunnel 6; on the Right, 


of Tunnel 8 S 
placed by a 3750 K. W. machine direct 
connected to a Francis Turbine wheel 
generating at 11,000 volts. Part. of 
this capacity at 10,000 volts will be 
turned into the network of 10,000 volt 
lines for service in and. around Bakers- 
field and the surplus capacity will be 
stepped up through 60,000 volt trans- 
formers and tied into the east 60,000 
volt line by the construction of addi- 
tional high tension transmission line 
to the steam plant in Bakersfield. The 
rebuilding of the Kern River plant 
will permit us to utilize the full 
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Motor-Generators, 
Exciters and 

2300 Volt 
Switches 


capacity of the water in the tunnel. 
The location of the power house will 
be slightly changed to give an in- 
creased fall. The power house will 
be built with the intention of adding 
another 3750 K. W. unit ultimately. 
In the Bakersfield steam plant an- 
other unit, having a capacity of 6,250 
K. W., will be added. One Allis Chal- 
mers Turbine will be installed, which 
will require four additional Sterling 
boilers of the largest type made. Ad- 
ditional condensing apparatus also will 
be installed. Another traveling crane 
of heavy capacity will be among the 
improvements. The design and plan 
of construction will be in harmony 
with the present lines of the plant. 
The 60,000 volt line from Henrietta 
to Santa Maria, a distance of about 
130 miles, has just been completed, 
and the building of 250 miles of sec- 
ondary line is well under way and will 
serve the Salinas valley from San 
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Bakersfield 
Steam Generating 
Plant, which 

Is to be 
Enlarged 


Lucas to Santa Margarita; the San 
Antonio valley from Bradley to Jolon; 
Indian valley country; the Estrella 
and Cholame valleys; also that ter- 
ritory from Cambria to San Luis 
Obispo south, including the Santa 
Maria valley, the Santa Maria oilfields, 
the Los Alimos and Los Olivos dis- 
tricts. 


The four principal sub-stations from 
which the secondary lines will feed 
will be located at Coalinga, San 
Miguel, San Luis Obispo, and Santa 
Maria, each serving the territory im- 
mediately adjacent. 


Many towns have been added to 
our list by this coast extension, the 
principal ones being San Miguel, Paso 
Robles, Templeton, Santa Margarita, 
San Luis Obispo, Arroyo Grande, and 
Santa Maria. 

Plans are already under way for the 
erection of a large relay plant, which 
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will probably be located in Santa 
Maria, to be used in the event of 
trouble on the main line between the 
valley and the coast. The first unit 
for this plant will probably be in- 
stalled this fall and will be of about 
2500 K. W. capacity. 

The scheme of using pump irriga- 
tion on the coast is new, but the 
amount of business we have signed, 
prior to the actual building of the 


Looking Down 
On Steam 
Auxiliaries 
Bakersfield Steam 
Plant 


lines, leads us to believe that the num- 
ber of plants to be installed on the 
coast will equal that of a like area in 
the valley for the coming year. 

The showing already made in the 
economical operation of oil wells has 
made it possible for considerable oil 
well business to be signed, and this 
will begin operation immediately upon 
the completion of the line now being 
built to the oilfields. 


One of the Turbo 
Generators 

In Bakersfield 
Steam Plant 
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The United Oil Company Decreases Operating 
Cost 37.5 per cent with Electricity 


oa HEN the superintendent 
of an oil company prom- 
- ises his board: of direc- 
$ tors that he can operate 
/ the property under: his 


tricity than-with steam, and after they 
give him-the authorization to make 
the change and he has shown them 
that electricity realized a saving of 
37.5 per cent in the actual operating 
costs the first two months of its use, 
is it any wonder that this superintend- 
ent is wearing a smile of satisfaction? 

Such is the case of genial Tommy 
Bastian, the general superintendent ot 
the United Oil Company in the Mid- 
way oilfields. 

Mr. Bastian has succeeded in in- 
stalling eight pumping motors on as 
many producing wells on the property 
of the United Oil Company, and by 
keeping a record of the actual operat- 


Tommy Bastian, Superintendent of the 
United Crude Oil Company 


: charge cheaper with elec-- 


ing expenses of the property the last 
two months it was operated by steam, 
and comparing the figures with the 
actual costs of the first two months 
under electrical operation, he finds a 
saving of more than 37 per cent in 
favor of electricity. 

Choosing the months of September 
and October last, the last two during 
which the entire property was op- 
erated by steam, and January arid 
February of this year, the first two 
months that electricity was the sole 
motive power, the records of the 
United Oil Company show a sav- 
ing ranging from 86 to 8 per cent 
in every classification of the actual 
operating expenses. Deterioration is 
not figured, but it would prove an 
added advantage for electricity owing 
to heavy cost of maintaining boiler 
plants and steam lines. 

The actual operating expenses of 
the property for the four months con- 
sidered are as follows: 


Steam Equipment 
September, 1912 


Wate? sorot DEE, ee $ 449.99 
TSU el! Ae Seilen AE bin eae 469.00 
abot: eh aber 448.00 
Boiler Compound, Oil and 
IER 30.00 
Total weree Ge ge $1396.99 
October, 1912 
KEE $ 457.83 
Piel) eegen tung Ae 305.50 
ADOR on oian na dee 448.00 
Boiler Compound, Oil and 
EE 30.00 
Total) Zeg, Zeg $1241.33 
Total Two Months ......... $2638.32 
Average per Month ......... 1319.16 
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Installation of General Electric Pumping Motor on Property of United Crude Oil Co. 


Electrical Equipment 
January, 1913 


E dE $ 71.00 
BAe kb ents EN ECH 340.00 
Sa DOR: <2), cache 435.00 
Oil and Grease ............. 17.50 

Rotal asaca gelen $ 863.59 

February, 1913 

AEN EE $ 53.90 
eh, zs sg at crea eee ebe geg 329.90 
Labor aaea t Ra are 383.50 
Oil and Grease eege 17.50 

RRE $ 784.89 
Total Two Months .......... $1648.30 
Average per Month ......... 824.15 


Percentage Saving in Favor of 
Electrical Equipment 


A comparison of the figures shows 
that $990.02 was saved the company 
in January and February of this year 
by reason of the electric installation. 
This is the equivalent of 3300 barrels 
of oil at an average price of 30 cents 
a barrel. 

Studying the figures of Mr. Bastian 
it is seen that the greatest saving oc- 
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curred in the amount of water re- 
quired on the property. Through the 
electric installation a saving of 86.2 
per cent has been effected. The sav- 
ing in the fuel bill is very material, 
the figures showing the cost of power 
consumed to be 13.5 per cent less than 
fuel oil. A saving of 8.6 per cent was 
made in labor, while the cost of oils 
and grease was reduced 41.67 per cent. 
With the motor drive the need of 
boiler compound is entirely eliminated. 

The United Oil Company is only 
one of the many oil companies in 
the oilfields of the state getting 
these results. In the Midway fields 
alone there are more than thirty com- 
panies, using more than three hundred 
pumping and drilling motors. On sec- 
tion 15, 31-22, there are eight com- 
panies operating with a total of 49 
wells. Forty-seven of these wells are 
operated by electric motors and the 
remaining two would be if there were 
oil in them. At the present rate at 
which the electric drivé is being 
adopted throughout the oilfields, in- 
stances like that of section 15 will be 
the rule rather than the exception 
within the next two years. 
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Old Power House No, 1 Generators Installed as Motors to Run California Midway Oil 
Company Air Compressor Plant 


Generators from Old No. 1 Plant Installed in 
California Midway Air Compressor 


By C. L. EASTON, Electrical Superintendent Bakersfield District 


A 250 horsepower electric driven 
air compressor was installed and 
placed in operation, April 20th, on the 
property of the California Midway Oil 
Company, section 32, 31-23, in the 
Midway field. The electrical equip- 
ment is from the old No. 1 plant of 
the San Joaquin Light and Power 
Company and as I worked seeing that 
it was properly set in place in its new 
home in the oilfields, I could not help 
but look backward over the marvelous 
development made by this company in 
recent years. 

In the year 1903, early in July, I 
left Fresno to take the supervision of 

| the company’s hydro-electric generat- 
| ing plant, located in Madera county 
near the North Fork. This plant was 
then known as No. 1. It was equipped 
with four Doble water wheels con- 
nected to four 350 K. W. General 
Electric generators. The water used 


to operate the plant was impounded 
in the Crane Valley Lake by an 
earthen dam. The inner channel was 
used as a conduit for about five miles, 
where the water was then taken in 


wooden flumes and earthen ditches | 


seven miles further to the No. 1 res- 
ervoir. From here the water was car- 
ried down the rugged mountain side 
through the pipe line to the power 
house, located 1450 feet below. At 
this time the No. 1 power house had 
about 800 K. W. day peak and 1200 
K. W. evening peak load. 

It was then that Manager A. G. 
goen, passed out the word, 
“Boys, put your shoulders to the 
| wheel, I am going to load this plant 
up and give you something to do.” 

His word was good, for in a few 
months old No. 1 plant was buried 
with load and the Fresno steam plant 
as well. It was then that it became 
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Upper View, Unload'ng Equipment at California Midway Air Compressor Plant. 
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View, Interior During Erection of Old No. 1 Generators 


necessary to build No. 3 plant and 
only a short time elapsed until we 
were loaded down again. The splen- 
did San Joaquin plant of 20,000 K. W. 
capacity was built and even this is not 
large enough to supply the load. 
Recent orders are for enlargements in 
generating capacities at all points on 
the system. 

With the completion of the new 
San Joaquin plant, old No. 1 plant, 
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which served faithfully for many 
years, was abandoned. Arrangements 
were made to install two of the gen- 
erators for the California Midway Oil 
Company to be used as motors to 
drive an Ingersoll Rand compressor 
for air lift in the oil wells. 
Accordingly, the generators and 
equipment were moved from the old 
power house in the mountains. It was 
a big undertaking and several vexa- 
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tious problems in teaming had to be 
solved. The machinery was landed 
safely, however, and it is now in place 
and working as smoothly as during 
the days when it was supplying all of 
the load used in Fresno. 

The equipment installed for the 
California Midway compressor plant 
consists of three 200 K. W. 6600/700 
volt transformers with one spare 
transformer installed ready to replace 
any that should happen to break 
down. There is one operating switch- 
board panel and two synchronous 
motor panels. The exciter is direct 
connected motor driven and also 
drives a one-inch centrifugal circulat- 
ing pump for cooling water used for 


the compressor. The compressor and 
synchronous motors are started with a 
40 horsepower Westinghouse variable 
speed motor. The synchronous motors 
are installed so that the compressor 
can be operated from either motor and 
thus avoid delay in case of trouble. 
The compressor is a 1200 cubic foot 
low pressure machine operating at 400 
pounds. There is also a 900 cubic 
foot high pressure machine. This unit 
is used to start the wells. The spare 
synchronous motor will be used by the 
power company for power factor cor- 
rection. The compressor plant is so 
situated that it can be operated from 
either the Midway or the McKittrick 
sub-stations. 


Atwater to be Made the Prettiest Little 
Town in San Joaquin Valley 


The people of Atwater are engaged 
at present in a campaign of sidewalk 
building and they declare that after 
this work has been finished they will 
turn their attention to the improve- 
ment of the streets. Atwater can be 


Would Prohibit Killing of 
Calves for Veal 


Big cattlemen hold that the killing 
of calves for veal should be prohibited 
by law. In the United States during 
the year 1911, there were 8,000,000 
calves slaughtered, weighing on an 
average 70 pounds each, which, if al- 
lowed to live one year, would have 
furnished 4,800,000,000 pounds of beef, 
instead of the 560,000,000 pounds of 
immature meat which was actually 
realized. It is also pointed out that 
the slaughter of female cattle under 
six years of age was prohibited in 
Argentina many years ago with great 
benefit to the country’s position as a 
meat producer, 
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made one of the prettiest little towns 
in the San Joaquin Valley. It is sur- 
rounded by a highly developed and 
beautiful country. It holds the record 
for being the largest shipping point 
for products of the soil of Merced 
county, and its people are prosperous. 


Recent Transfers in San Joaquin 
Valley Lands 


L. F. Giffen has bought the 140-acre 
grain ranch of Ball Bros. on the San 
Joaquin River for $15,000. Forty acres 
of the land is in fruit trees. 


F. M. Stern of San Jose has bought 
170 acres of Kings River land of Sig 
Hobler of Sanger, paying therefor 
$31,000. 


For a consideration said to be in 
the neighborhood of $200,000, J. M. 
O’Brien, a San Francisco mining man, 
has purchased 3,030 acres of land on 
Chowchilla River in the northern part 
of Madera county from Oscar Hogin. 


American Oil Workers Bring in 20,000 Barrel 
Gusher in Tropics of the West Indies 


A 50,000 Barrel Reservoir Built in the Heart of a Tropical Forest, which Well No. 37 
Filled in Less Than Three Days 


CH REMENDOUS flowing 

oil wells are no uncom- 
mon sight in California, 
but imagine, if you can, 
a 20,000 barrel a day 
gusher flowing in the 
midst of a tropical grove of cocoanut 
and banana trees. This is the sight 
that is greeting a little company of 
California superintendents, drillers and 
tool dressers in the oil regions of 
Trinidad Island, in the British West 
Indies. 

With the spread of oil operations 
around the globe, the American driller 
and his helpers have been close on the 
heels of the pioneers. There is not 
an oilfield under any flag of the uni- 
verse where Americans are not em- 
ployed, because, like in almost every 
other industry, the capabilities of the 
Americans for doing the work are the 
greatest. To India, Russia, Japan, 
Roumania, Mexico, Brazil and in fact 
every place where drilling is being 
done, a week does not pass that a 
number of American oil workers fail 
to sail. 

In the British West Indies is the 
scene of one of the most recent for- 
eign strikes and here a British cor- 
poration, the Trinidad Lake Petroleum 
Company, has opened up a highly pro- 


ductive field in the center of a forest 
of cocoanut and banana trees. Amer- 
ican geologists rendered a favorable 
report on the territory, and American 
superintendents and drillers were en- 
gaged to do the work. The result has 
been, in one instance, a 20,000 barrel 
gusher. For two weeks it flowed at 
this rate and when the last mail was 
received the output had not dimin- 
ished. 

The experiences of the American oil 
workers in the foreign fields are varied 
and intensely interesting. In the Brit- 
ish West Indies they are proving 
unique. The natives are negroes and 
are employed in the oilfields in great 
numbers. They are lazy and are of 
very little assistance around a prop- 
erty. They are paid almost nothing 
for their labor and their American 
bosses have reached the conclusion 
that even this is too much. The plan 
of working the negroes in great num- 
bers to make up for what they lack 
in intelligence, has been tried, writes 
one American superintendent, but 
even this plan has proven to be a 
failure. 

With the American furnishing the 
skilled labor and the native the rough 
labor, the only other nationality em- 
ployed in the fields is the Scotch. 
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There are a few Englishmen in the 
territory but they apparently are not 
interested in the practical end of the 
oil business. The Scotchman, while 
paid considerably more than the 
native, is badly underpaid according 
to the American scale. He has not 
the energy or aggressiveness of the 
American oil worker and knows prac- 
tically nothing about the methods of 
oilfield work. ; 

This oil country is typical of the 
tropics. The entire island is covered 
with a rank growth although in many 
places the land has been cleared for 
plantation purposes. Where the 
native population is not too lazy, they 
produce for the market cocoa beans, 
cocoanuts and bananas. Rain falls 
every day and the oil workers never 
leave their bunkhouse without a rain 
coat. Shoes are unknown except 
among the Americans and the longer 
they remain, the boys from the states 
are getting ready to admit that shoes 
are an impediment to progress in such 
a wet and muddy country. The young 
native maidens decorate their ankles 
with silver bracelets. 

It is merely the desire to satisfy the 
craving of the energetic young Amer- 
ican for adventure, that lures the 
American driller to foreign fields. 
They command large wages and even 
though the oil worker has gained the 
reputation of being a free spender, in 
his native fields, the thought of going 
broke in a foreign country stands be- 
fore them like a nightmare and he al- 
ways has the wherewithal carefully 
laid aside to carry him safely back to 
God’s country when the calling from 
the states becomes too strong to re- 
sist. 

The illustration on this page shows 
the famous No. 37 well of the Trin- 
idad Lake Petroleum Company while 
flowing under control 20,000 barrels a 
day. The picture was taken at an 
angle so as to show the immense 
stream of oil flowing into the sump 
hole. By the tilting of the camera 
the derrick has been given the ap- 
pearance of leaning to one side. In 
the foreground are natives at work in 
the oil. Tropical vegetation is also 
visible. 
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Arabian Alfalfa—Characteristics of Plant Now 


Being Introduced into California 


By ROLAND MCcKEE, Scientific Assistant U. S. Department of Agriculture. 


Arabian alfalfa was first introduced into the United States from Arabia in 


1902. 


This variety is not hardy to severe winter conditions and can be grown 
successfully only in sections having a mild climate. 
After cutting, the plants make new growth more rapidly than any other 


variety. ec: 


The herbage loses moisture very rapidly after cutting and must be han- 


dled quickly in haymaking. 


The hay is of good qualit 


In the first two years Arabian alfalfa makes a rahe heavier early-spring 
and late-fall growth than ordinary alfalfa. 

More cuttings per season of this variety can be secured than with ordi- 
nary alfalfa, but the yield of hay is not correspondingly increased. 

‘Arabian alfalfa produces about the same quantity or more hay the first two 
years than ordinary alfalfa, but less after the second year. 

The seed production of this variety is very uncertain, and light crops only 


are secured. 


The roots of Arabian alfalfa are very soft and gophers attack them in pref- 


erence to other varieties. 


The short-life period, normally but three years, is an inherent character- 


istic. 


On account of its upright soft crown and soft roots Arabian alfalfa is 
severely injured by close pasturing or heavy trampling. 

The variety cannot be recommended for use except in short rotation, and 
even then it should be used for soiling or hay purposes only. 


Arabian alfalfa is a very distinct 
variety. It was first introduced into 
the United States from Arabia in 1902 
through the Office of Foreign Seed 
and Plant Introduction of the Bureau 
of Plant Industry. The data here pre- 
sented are based on experiments in 
the southwest both with the original 
seed and later importations. 

Arabian alfalfa is characterized 
mainly by its hairiness, large pale 
leaflets, soft hollow stems, ~soft 
crowns and roots, and quick recovery 
after cutting. It attains a height 
slightly less than that of ordinary al- 
falfa. The stems usually are quite 
erect and the plants of bushy habit. 
A whitish cast is given the herbage 
on account of the heavy pubescence. 
The crowns have but little tendency 
to spread and are high set and quite 
erect. There is little difference in the 
flowers as compared with ordinary 


alfalfa, the flowers of the Arabian 
variety being a trifle larger and of a 
slightly paler violet. The stems are 
not at all woody and the crowns and 
roots are very much softer than in or- 
dinary alfalfa. 

Arabian alfalfa has a short life 
period. Grown under ordinary field 
conditions it will maintain a good 
stand for two years, but the third year 
the plants will be less vigorous and 
the stand not more than 80 per cent. 
In the fourth year the plants will be 
still weaker and the stand reduced to 
50 per cent or less. When the plants 
are sown in wide rows and given cul- 
tivation they are more vigorous and 
live a year or two longer. While good 
cultural conditions make the growth 
of the Arabian variety more vigorous, 
its short life seems to be largely in- 
herent. 

Arabian alfalfa is not cold resistant 
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and can be grown successfully only in 
sections having a mild winter climate. 
It can not stand zero weather without 
injury and can be grown successfully 
only in places where a temperature of 
10 degrees F. seldom or never occurs. 
It stands extremely high temperatures 
without injury, and only when soil 
moisture is lacking is it injured by 
heat. It is less drought resistant than 
ordinary alfalfa. While Arabian al- 
falfa is less hardy than others, it 
makes growth at a lower temperature 
than the more hardy types. During 
the mild weather of winter in the 
southwestern United States it makes 
considerable growth, while ordinary 
alfalfa and the more hardy varieties, 
such as the Turkestan and Grimm, 
make but little. On account of its 
ability to make growth in cool weather 
Arabian alfalfa has a longer growing 
season than the ordinary or more 
hardy varieties. It is similar to the 
Peruvian alfalfa in this respect. 

The rate of loss of moisture after 
cutting varies decidedly in different 
types of alfalfa. The Arabian variety 
loses its moisture much more rapidly 
after cutting than the Peruvian and 
ordinary alfalfa. The moisture con- 
tent of the Arabian, Peruvian, and or- 
dinary alfalfa is found to be practically 
the same for all these varieties when 
cut at the same stage of maturity. 
When the plants are in vigorous 
growth they contain about 85 per cent 
of moisture if in the bud or first bloom 
and 75 to 80 per cent when one-tenth 
of the flowers are open. The loss of 
moisture in curing the Arabian variety 
is so much more rapid than in ordi- 
nary alfalfa that it must be handled 
more quickly in making hay in order 
to prevent undue loss of the leaves. 
The rapid loss of moisture in this 
variety is very noticeable to anyone 
handling it for hay. This character 
is in no way objectionable and would 
De an advantage in some places, as its 
rapid drying would render it possible 
to make it into hay with a shorter 
period of drying weather than would 
be the case with other varieties. 


Arabian alfalfa has the ability to re- 
cover quickly and to start growth 


again in a very short time after cut- 
ting. This tendency is very marked 
and makes it appear to grow much 
more rapidly than other varieties. 
The qualities of late-fall and early- 
spring growth and quick recovery 
after cutting enable one to get more 
cuttings per season of the Arabian 
variety than with ordinary alfalfa. At 
Mecca, Cal., as many as eleven cut- 
tings of this variety have been made 
in a season when but eight of ordi- 
nary alfalfa were secured. At Chico, 
Cal., seven cuttings of the Arabian for 
hay and a heavy fall growth for pas- 
turage have been obtained as against 
six cuttings of ordinary alfalfa. While 
one can secure more cuttings per sea- 
son of this variety, there is not, as 
shown by experiments at Chico, a cor- 
respondingly larger yield of hay. 

Arabian alfalfa has been grown at 
Chico, Cal., in comparison with Peru- 
vian, Provence, Turkestan, and ordi- 
nary alfalfa to determine the compar- 
ative yields of hay. The Arabian 
variety in comparison with these 
varieties produced in the first two 
years yields about equaling the ordi- 
nary alfalfa, but in the third and 
fourth years its yield was greatly re- 
duced. The Peruvian variety in each 
of the four years tested produced more 
hay than the ordinary, Provence, or 
Arabian with which it was compared. 
The Provence variety has yielded: 
about the same as the ordinary, while 
the Turkestan yielded considerably 
less. The Peruvian stands out prom- 
inently as the largest hay-yielding 
variety tested. 

At Mecca, Cal., an increased num- 
ber of cuttings and a greater yield of 
the Arabian variety over the ordinary 
alfalfa were secured by the Brauck- 
man Bros. in 1908. 


The hay made from Arabian alfalfa 
is paler than hay made from ordinary 
alfalfa. It is also less woody and con- 
tains a larger percentage of leaves. 
The feeding quality of the hay is good, 
and for cattle and sheep it apparently 
is equal or somewhat superior to or- 
dinary alfalfa. 

Arabian alfalfa will not stand as 
much trampling without injury as will 
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the ordinary variety. This is because 
the crowns are more upright, higher 
set, and of a less woody texture. A 
firm low-spreading crown enables a 
plant to stand considerable trampling 
without injury and is desirable in a 
variety intended for pasture purposes. 
Besides having a crown that will not 
stand trampling it has very soft roots 
that are readily eaten by stock which 
graze very closely or root into the soil, 
as do hogs. A good stand of Arabian 
alfalfa will be destroyed in one sea- 
son if pastured by hogs and severely 
injured if pastured closely by any kind 
of stock. 

On account of its upright habit, its 
ability to make quick recovery after 
cutting, and its ability to make growth 
in cool weather the Arabian variety 
in these respects is desirable for soil- 
ing purposes or cutting and feeding 
in the green state. However, on ac- 
count of its short life period it should 
be used only when the crop is to stand 
for three years or less. 

Gophers are a serious enemy of 
Arabian alfalfa. They are very fond 
of the soft succulent roots and do 
much more damage to this variety 
than to ordinary alfalfa. It has been 
found very difficult to maintain in- 
dividual plants of the Arabian variety 
in rows on this account, and in plats 
sown broadcast considerable damage 
has been done. 

There is a great difference in 
varieties of alfalfa with regard to 


their seed-producing qualities. The 
Arabian variety produces less seed 
than ordinary alfalfa, and from the 
experience with it at Chico and other 
places in California it is quite evident 
that at best only about 100 pounds per 
acre can be produced. As the original 
home of Arabian alfatfa is in a coun- 
try of very intense heat, it might be 
expected that hot weather would be 
conducive to seed setting in this 
variety, but experience has shown 
that it is injurious, causing blasting 
of the flowers. In the Imperial Val- 
ley of California, and at Mecca, Cal., 
where the summer heat is quite in- 
tense, the seed crops of the Arabian 
variety have been as light as at other 
places in that state. A better setting 
of seed has been secured in moderate 
rather than more intensive heat, so 
that somewhat early or late in the sea- 
son the heat conditions are generally 
most favorable for a seed crop. How- 
ever, as checking the plant growth, 
which is conducive to seed setting, 
can not be accomplished as easily in 
the spring as in the fall, the latter 
period is the more favorable. The 
production of seed of the Arabian 
variety on a commercial scale in the 
United States is not promising, but as 
this has not proved a very desirable 
variety and as the seed can be im- 
ported at a very reasonable price the 
demand can perhaps be supplied with 
imported seed. However, the supply 
in Arabia is very limited. 


What Can be Done with Cows and Alfalfa by 
Exercising Thrift and Enterprise 


The experience of Mr. Peter Riet- 
kerk in the dairy business at Corcoran 
is a splendid example of what can be 
done in the San Joaquin Valley by 
the exercise of thrift and enterprise. 
Mr. Rietkerk started in business for 
himself about three years ago on a 
leased place, having at the time about 
$1,500 to invest in the entire enter- 
prise. He was able to obtain forty 
cows. Today he is occupying 320 


acres of leased land, has a few more 
than 180 head of cows, and is milking 
on an average 155 cows daily. His 
March cream check totaled $1,825. He 
has also 60 head of young stock com- 
ing on to increase his herd of milkers. 
The ranch is managed by Mr. Riet- 
kerk, assisted by his brother, and six 
men are employed regularly the year 
round, with additional help during 
haying time. 
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Well on the Morrow and Ehrle Place Throwing Between 85 and 90 inches. 
Reservoir Site in Right Background 


Electric Power for Pumping in Promising 
Fresno County Citrus District 


TERRITORY in Fresno 
county which promises 
to become one of the 
best citrus districts in 
the valley is the Round 
Mountain district. The 
heavy frost of last winter, which 
proved so disastrous to the citrus 
groves in many localities, apparently 
had no bad effects on the young 
groves on Round Mountain and the 
result has been that nurserymen and 
orange growers are beginning to start 
extensive developments in that local- 
ity. 

Electric power, to insure a contin- 
uous and sufficient supply of water 
for irrigation purposes, is being served 
in the district and a number of wells 
have recently been completed and 
more are drilling. There is consider- 
able activity. 


J. A. Kirkman, the well known 
Fresno nurseryman, has set out a 
large acreage of citrus nursery stock 
in this locality and on section 30, 


13-23, he has drilled a well and in- 
stalled a Caton pump which is oper- 
ated by a 714 horsepower motor. The 
well is throwing a fine stream of water 
and a sufficient head is being obtained 
for his irrigation needs. A canal flows 
near the groves but the irrigation sup- 
ply is obtained from the well on higher’ 
elevation and gravitated over the prop- 
erty. The lift is ninety feet. 

Y. Kanagawa, a Japanese nursery- 
man, has installed a 20 horsepower 
motor to pump a well on section 29, 
13-23. It is a deep pumping prop- 
osition. There is a lift of 130 feet and 
the pit was dug to a depth of 70 feet. 
A Caton pump is doing the work. 

One of the largest citrus prop- 
ositions in the district is on the prop- 
erty of Morrow and Ehrle, on section 
18, 13-23. They have drilled eight 
wells which have the capacity to de- 
liver 500 gallons per minute. The 
wells are connected and pumped by 
suction by a Byron-Jackson pump. A 
20 horsepower electric motor is fur- 
nishing the power. 
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Morrow and Ehrle are planting 
more than 200 acres to orange trees 
and their groves will be on the sides 
of a number of rolling hills on their 
property. To irrigate the young trees 
they have planned a unique system 
which will be supplied from a reser- 
voir three-quarters of a mile distant 
and one hundred feet higher in eleva- 
tion than the wells. The water will 
be pumped into the reservoir through 
a twelve-inch line and from there wil 
be gravitated throughout the groves. 
The Morrow and Ehrle plant is 
equipped with the automatic control 
and the motor and pump have been 
working to the utmost satisfaction for 

some time past. 


Property owners in the Round 
Mountain district are exhibiting a 
great deal of interest in the electric 
pumping operations now being con- 
ducted there, and before the present 
season has terminated it is more than 
probable that a number of additional 
plants will be installed. Negotiations 
are now pending for the installation 
of three more. 

The territory is supplied from the 
Kings River sub-station. There is a 
demand for electric service in the 
town of Centerville and the time does 
not appear far distant when the dis- 
tribution lines will extend through the 
Round Mountain district into that 
town, 


Solicitors and Linemen at Work in Round Mountain District 


Fair Association to Canvass Farming Districts 


for Agricultural Exhibits 


The Fresno Fair Association is 
making a determined effort to in- 
crease the attractiveness of the annual 
agricultural display and it has secured 
the services of Mr. S. I. Borton, an 
agricultural expert, for the gathering 
and arranging of the exhibits. Secre- 
tary Wiley and Mr. Borton will hold 
meetings in the various school dis- 


tricts of the county and with the 
chambers of commerce of the differ- 
ent localities. In this manner -the 
farmers will be invited to send in their 
products for exhibit and the officials 
of the fair will be enabled to get a bet- 
ter idea as to the exhibits obtainable 
from the different sections of the 
county. 
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Combined Irrigation and Drainage Plants 
in the Subirrigated Districts 


Direct Connected 2-inch Pump and 3 Horsepower Motor Replacing 3-inch Pump 
and 6 Horsepower Engine on Burleigh Ranch 


OW electricity, in the ag- 
@ ricultural districts, may 
be used for combination 
drainage and irrigation, 
and at the same time 
perform various other 
services around a big alfalfa and dairy 
farm, is demonstrated on the place of 
H. E. Burleigh at Jensen and Cornelia 
avenues, several miles southwest of 
Fresno. Mr. Burleigh has in opera- 
tion four motors with a total capacity 
of 33 horsepower which drain and ir- 
rigate his 320 acre tract, in addition 
to providing the electric service re- 
quired in the dairy and in the house- 
hold. 

Mr. Burleigh maintains his ranch in 
a subirrigated district where the fluc- 
tuations in the water level at times 
endangers his alfalfa crop. He has de- 
vised a system of drainage and irriga- 
tion which frees the land of the soluble 
alkali by the application of water 
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which also serves to irrigate his alfalfa 
fields. 


Two 7% horsepower plants are ar- 
ranged for this service. They are | 
located in two forty-acre fields. After 
irrigation the water drains into sumps, 
connected with the plants, from where 
it is then pumped to an eighty acre 
field at the other end of the tract 
where it is used again for irrigation. 
The experience of Mr. Burleigh has 
been that the water, even though hav- 
ing drained through the alkali soil, is 
still adapted for irrigation without in- 
jury to the alfalfa. 


A 15 horsepower plant is used en- 
tirely to irrigate 160 acres of alfalfa 
on land, not affected by the water 
level, at the other end of the ranch. 
A double throw switch on the trans- 
former pole controls the service of 
these three plants, the fifteen horse- 
power plant being used when the two 
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small ones are not in operation, and 
the two smaller plants are used when 
the larger one is inactive. 

To supply the dairy and household 
with water a small sized pump and 


motor have been installed to take the 


place of a larger sized pump and gas 
engine. The new installation, which 
is shown in an accompanying illustra- 
tion, consists of a two-inch centrifugal 
pump direct connected to a three 
horsepower motor. The plant has 
been found to work much more 
economically and conveniently than 
the former three-inch pump and six 
horsepower engine. The very notice- 
able difference in the size of the two 
pumps is caused by the improved 
methods of construction of the smaller 


one. Both pumps have a speed of 
1720 revolutions a minute. The 
smaller pump is fitted with the splash 
bearing type of oiling which requires 
oil the same as the motor, once a 
month, while the larger pump has the 
old cup device which must be given 
oil as often as the gas engine, several 
times an hour. 

The Burleigh system of electric 
plants is one of a number to be in- 
stalled in the subirrigated section 
southwest of Fresno during the pres- 
ent season. To date this type of plant 
has been giving the maximum satis- 
faction and the effects of drainage and 
irrigation are in marked contrast with 
the alfalfa stands before the soil was 
treated in this manner. 


One of the Combination Drainage and Irrigation Plants on the Burleigh Ranch. 


Pump Bulletin Contains 
Much to Interest Farmers 


The Byron Jackson Iron Works 
have just issued Bulletin No. 45 on 
centrifugal pumps which contains 
much information of interest to far- 
mers, particularly those who are fig- 
uring on the installation of pumping 
plants. One page is devoted to a table 
showing results of government tests 
on the quantity of water required for 
irrigation. Pointers are given as to 
the installing and starting of centrifu- 
gal pumps. 


Google 


Tulare Poultrymen Organize 
to Better Their Conditions 


The Tulare Co-operative Poultry- 
men’s Association has been formally 
launched with the following directors 
at the helm: W. J. Higdon, R. P. 
Briggs, M. M. Bottriell, L. L. Black, 
J. N. Foss, all of Tulare. 

The association is organized for the 
purpose of marketing eggs to a bet- 
ter advantage. It is similar to the 
Tulare Co-operative Dairymen’s As- 
sociation and has an admission fee of 
$25. There are fifty odd members 
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Electric Motor and Pulley Attachment 
for Driving Cream Separators 


The illustration shows a De Laval 
Hand Separator fitted with an electric 
motor outfit complete. This is an ex- 
cellent method of power driving a 
hand separator wherever the electric 
power is available. The necessary 
power may be obtained from any in- 
candescent lamp socket. 


This outfit is compact and complete, 
and unusually attractive and finished 
in appearance. This method of con- 
necting the motor drive to the sep- 
arator has one particular advantage in 
that the regular hand crank may be 
quickly attached whenever there is oc- 
casion to operate the machine by hand 
power. 

The cost of electric power for this 
equipment is very small. The outfit 
has been tried out thoroughly and has 
been found practical in every par- 
ticular. 


The electric drive cream separator 
is becoming one of the first specifica- 
tions in dairies equipping with the 
latest models of dairy devices. Elec- 
tricity has been a great boon to the 
dairying communities and the users of 


power are finding that their work can 
be done more rapidly and effectively. 


De Laval Separator Fitted with Motor Drive 


Three Thousand Dollars a Day for Kings County 
Dairymen from Alfalfa Fed Milch Cows 


Estimates of their payrolls made by 
managers of the nine creameries in 
and near the border of Kings county 
show that $155,000 was paid by them 
for cream deliveries by the dairymen 
during last month. The prices paid 
by the various institutions are as fol- 
lows: Lucerne Cream & Butter Com- 
pany, 41 cents for butter fat; Maple 
Grove Creamery, 40 cents for butter 
fat, 45 cents for sweet cream at 
Lemoore; Swift & Co. of Hardwick, 
for the first seven days, 39 cents; for 
the second period, 40% cents; for the 
third, 40 cents; for the fourth, 41 
cents, making an average for butter 
fat of 40% cents for the four weeks. 
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Laton Creamery, 39% cents. Lake- 
view of Corcoran, 8 cents above Los 
Angeles quotations. Corcoran Cream- 
ery, 40 cents for butter fat in sour 
cream, 44 cents in sweet cream and 
50 cents in milk. Riverside Co-opera- 
tive of Riverside, 41 cents for butter 
fat. Central Creamery of Lemoore, 
and Riverside, paid for the first eight 
days, 3914 cents for butter fat in sour 
cream; 43 cents in sweet cream, and 
47 cents in milk; for the second period, 
42 cents, 46 and 49% cents, respect- 
ively; for the third period, 40 cents, 
44 cents and 471% cents; for the last 
period, 42 cents, 46 cents and 4914 
cents. 


Water and Electric Power to Make Huron 
Plains Rich Alfalfa District 


The Huron plains are soon to blos- 
som out as a great alfalfa growing dis- 
trict. 

For the past year a great deal of 
well drilling has been done and the 
results in every case have come up 
to the expectations of the land owners, 
who are now negotiating for electric 
power. 

That the level arid plains lying be- 
tween Fresno and Coalinga would 
make the most valuable kind of ag- 
ricultural land after the problem of 
getting water on them was solved, has 
been long recognized as truth. The 
fertile alfalfa fields of the Pleasant 
Valley Stock Farm have been telling, 
year after the year, ‘the story of what 
water will do to the thirsty soil of 
this district of the west side. 

New settlers and homesteaders have 
been moving into the district steadily 
for two years past, and one passing 
through will see evidences of recent 
settlement on every side. These set 
tlers, however, are not going to con- 
tent themselves with the dry farming 
method of ranching. Failures of for- 
mer years, due to the lack of sufficient 
irrigation, still remain fresh in their 
memories and they are now drilling 
wells and preparing to equip their 
plants with electric driven pumps to 
insure a continuous water supply the 
year round. 


F. V. Boller, district agent of the 
company at Coalinga, has been nego- 
tiating with the owners throughout 
this territory for several months past 
and the prospects of electric service 
in the very near future appear very 
bright. Estimates of the construction 
work have been made and all owners 
with wells will immediately sign for 
the service. 

The demand for power is strong as 
numerous good wells have been put 
down, and encouraged by the success 
of the pioneers in the movement, other 
owners are now preparing to drill to 
the water sands. 


W. Conty, on section 18, 18-18, has 
two fine wells which will irrigate a 
great expanse of territory. 

W. T. Willis, on section 4, 19-18, 
has one good well from which he can 
get sufficient water to use on a large 
acreage. 


On Section 2, 19-18, S. H. Thomp- 
son is drilling and the indications are 
for very good water wells. 

Gifford and Son, on section 14, 
21-18, have a very good well which 
is stimulating activity in their district. 

The Ascalona Olive Company, on 
section 22, 21-18, have a well giving 
a large output which is being used to 
irrigate ninety acres recently set out 
in olive trees. 


The Newmark lands in the Vandalia 
district, south of Porterville, have been 
sold to the Visalia Land Company. 
The property, which includes 2000 
acres of fine alfalfa land, was trans- 
ferred to the new owners for a con- 


sideration said to have been about 
$200,000. 


Mrs. L. M. Hickman of Modesto ts 
said to be the largest rancher in the 


state. She is farming 11,000 acres in 
Stanislaus county and expects to have 
5000 in grain this year. Mrs. Hickman 
gives personal attention to her exten- 
sive interests. 
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Vegetable Market Offers Opportunity for Owners 
of Small Tracts Near City 


a HE Fresno Free Market 
e is affording a means of 
revenue to the owners 
of small tracts in and 
around the city of Fresno. 
It has opened up an ave- 
nue for the disposition of home grown 
vegetables and berries, and the result 
is that a large number of persons have 
become engaged in the business of 
supplying the market the three days 
in,every week it holds forth. 

Real estate men, for some time past, 
have been selling one-acre-lot tracts 
on the outskirts of the city and numer- 


and sprinklers. He has a good weil 
with a 2-inch pump which is operated 
by a 3 horsepower direct connected 
motor. He has a daylight twelve 
months contract for power and does 
his irrigating during the morning and 
evenings. He pumps directly into the 
water pipe system and the water may 
be applied to the particular vegetable 
beds desired by simply moving the 
sprinklers to the proper locations. 
The main water pipe line lies on the 
surface of the ground and extends 
from one end of the lot to the other. 
Provision has been made for connec- 


Leber Vegetable Gardens and Irrigation System Supplied by Electric Power 


ous purchasers of these are finding 
that it is possible to derive a good 
weekly revenue by applying a portion 
of their property to truck gardening. 

One of the more advanced vege- 
table gardens is that of Andrew Leber, 
at Shasta avenue and Dunn on the 
western edge of Fresno. Mr. Leber 
has an acre and a half which he has 
planted to rotating crops of vege- 
tables. He has adopted electricity for 
pumping purposes and is irrigating 
his tract by a novel system of piping 
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tions about every five yards. The 
sprinklers, several in number, are at- 
tached to a pipe about sixty feet long, 
at the proper distance to evenly dis- 
tribute the water. Mr. Leber finds 
that six such lengths are sufficient for 
his present needs. The lengths are 
easily handled and may be moved 
from one connection to another with- 
out difficulty and loss of time. 
Although handicapped by moving 
onto his tract in the middle of the win- 
ter, Mr. Leber has succeeded in get- 
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ting an excellent start for a vegetable 
garden. He gets sufficient produce 
trom his acre and a half to make the 
Free Market twice a week and on 
each occasion he disposes of all of the 
produce he is able to put up for sale. 
He thoroughly understands the busi- 
ness of vegetable growing and has set 
out his gardens so that he will have 
fresh vegetables for the market the 
year round. 


While he is very well satisfied with 
results to date, he expects to do even 
better next year as he will be better 
prepared. It was February of this 
year before he had started planting 
but next year by planting this fall 
he expects to have a better variety 
and more regularly producing vege- 
table crop. 


Mr. Leber has laid out the beds 10 
feet in width and seventy feet long. 
Radishes mature in about a month 
and from a bed of this size he realizes 
from $9 to $10. Lettuce, beets, pars- 
nips, carrots, turnips and the other 
varieties of course require longer to 
mature but the returns from them are 
larger. In the rear of his home, which 
has been erected in one corner of the 
tract. Mr. Leber maintains a series 
of hot houses in which the plants are 
given a start. 

It requires the work of another man 
besides Mr. Leber to care for the tract 
and pick the vegetables for market. 
Mr. Leber is very well pleased with 
his results so far and by careful man- 
agement he expects to make his acre 
and a half a very heavy dividend 


payer. 


Installing Many Motors in the Alfalfa Fields 
Along the New Kerman Line 


The Kerman Line, which was 
changed over from a 30,000 to a 
10,000 volt line several months ago, 
has rapidly filled up with customers 
and within a short time a fine show- 
ing of business has been secured by 
Ernest Newlin, Fresno agent, and his 
assistants. The residents in the Bar- 
stow Colony, which is a great alfalfa 
producer, are deeply interested in the 
electric form of pumping plant and 
several weeks ago they were taken to 
the Fairmead Colony and other prop- 
erties in Madera county where hun- 
dreds of acres of alfalfa are under the 
electric pumping and reservoir system 
of irrigation. The contrast in appear- 
ance between the crops irrigated by 
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pumping plants and those under 
canals was so marked as to cause 
much comment from the sightseers. 


The following have contracted for 
plants which will be served from the 
Kerman line: 


H. E. Burleigh, 15 horsepower; H. 
Pretzer, 714 horsepower; A. A. Chan- 
nel, 15 horsepower; J. M. Graham, 10 
horsepower; George Hopkins, 714 
horsepower; Valley Hay and Grain 
Company, 15 horsepower; J. E. Dick- 
enson, 20 horsepower; J. E. Dickenson 
and others, 20 horsepower; William 
Carter, 5 horsepower; Guler and Stout, 
5 horsepower; B. Vogel 15 horse- 
power; C. F. Baker, 40 horsepower. 


The Possibilities of Electric Service in the Home 
—A Few Helpful Suggestions 


By ROSS L. DOUGLAS, Fresno District 


Electric Service 
in the home means 
what it says — 
Electric Service. 
The home that is 
completely wired 
has at hand a tire- 
less servant for all 
work, as the past 
few years have 
seen the invention 
and perfection of 
devices for doing 
household labor of 
practically every 
description. The importance and econ- 
omy of such appliances is apparent 
when we remember that the average 
household does not employ demestic 
help, and competent help in the house- 
hold is hard to procure. 

In addition to the universal use of 
electricity for lighting, its convenience 
for flexibility and control makes it ab- 
solutely dependable for sweeping and 
dusting, polishing, cleaning silverware, 
washing and ironing clothes, grinding 
meat and coffee, turning the ice cream 
freezer and heating the house, for a 
small motor operated blower attached 
to the furnace increases its efficiency 
to such an extent as to make the mod- 
ern heating plant of today incomplete 
without such an attachment. The use 
of electricity for irons, coffee per- 
colators, toasters, chafing dishes, egg 
boilers, water boilers and any similar 
use, are not only the refinements of 
convenience and cleanliness but cost 
so little in consumption of current in 
the ordinary home as practically to 
eliminate the cost feature from con- 
sideration. Contrary to popular belief 
electricity, in all of these cases, offers 
an opportunity for actual domestic 
economy. 

It must be realized that electric light 
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is only one of the many home applica- 
tions of electricity, and that every 
home should, and in the near future 
will, be equipped for complete and 
comfortable service. 

The use of electricity for constant 
service in heavy cooking, and the lux- 
ury it affords, is becoming another 
feature of household economics. With 
the automatic ranges of the fireless 
cooker type that have recently been 
perfected, it is possible to place the 
dinner in the stove and the lady of the 
house is free to attend to social or bus- 
iness duties with the satisfying knowl- 
edge that dinner will be ready when 
desired. It will not be burned or over- 
cooked for the automatic attachment 
will turn the heat off, as well as on, 
at the hour indicated. Another reason 
that makes the use of an electric cooker 
so Satisfying is the absence of flame. 
If away from home the lady of the 
house may rest assured that the chil- 
dren will not be burned nor the house 
catch fire. Fireless cookers do not 
burn the food nor do they shrink the 
meat, and such a saving, when meat 
is selling at the present high prices, 
is an item to be considered. These 
stoves practically displace the domes- 
tic servant. 

The electrical contractors are ap- 
preciating the broad application of 
electric service and they are recom- 
mending it and impressing it more 
plainly that the adoption of electricity 
in the household means a saving in 
many ways. 

A general review of the various 
rooms and apartments of your home 
will suggest many ways where more 
convenience and comfort can be had 
by the installation of the electric way 
of doing things. This does not mean 
the introduction of expensive equip- 
ment, for such is not necessary to pro- 
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vide a convenient and appropriate use 
of the power, but simply that the ap- 
plication may be exceedingly con- 
venient and appropriate in various 
parts of the house. 

For example these few brief sug- 
gestions; a porch light, one that illum- 
inates the steps and exterior and does 
not dazzle your eyes to such an extent 
that you cannot see the visitor easily. 
The doorbell, connected with current 
is always on guard and eliminates the 
cost of batteries, which saving in one 
year will more than pay for the bell. 
The hallway should be well equipped 
with switches for operating the lights 
on the porch, the upstairs and the 
other places in the house where light 
be desired before entrance. On the 
living room walls brackets add beauty 
to the interior and make it possible to 
read at one side in comfort, thus leav- 
ing the table in the center of the room 
free for the use of other members of 
the family. Baseboard outlets for the 
vacuum cleaner, the percolator and 
toaster, and several wall outlets for 
the fan and piano lamp are conven- 
iences which should be figured on in 
designing. In the library and parlor, 


wall bracket lights again are not only 
ornamental but necessary for the com- 
fort of those who read. They provide 
the light in the proper position. In 
these rooms also the fan should be re- 
membered. A light in the wardrobe 
closets will save valuable time when 
you are in a hurry. In the kitchen 
there should be a light over the sink 
and wall receptacles for the electric 
iron and fan. Here also the washing 
machine should be remembered and 
better still consider the comfort of 
washing and ironing on the screen 
porch during the summer time. 


On first thought the installation of 
such wiring and cost of the electric 
appliances may seem very costly to 
the ordinary family. This is often the 
result of old-fashioned ideas and lack 
of knowledge concerning matters elec- 
tric. Consult your dealer regarding 
cost figures beforehand. Specify that 
the wiring mains are to be sufficiently 
heavy to care for all of the comforts 
of the household. The appliances 
themselves will come later and trial 
will demonstrate their ability to solve 
the problem of household economics. 


Biscuits and Hot Cakes for Breakfast May 
Soon be Made from Alfalfa Flour 


Seventy-five different varieties of 
candy may be made from alfalfa and 
a syrup is derived from this wonder- 
ful plant which possesses remarkable 
medical properties. A company now 
operating an alfalfa mill in Manhattan. 
Montana, has made experiments with 
the idea in view of marketing the 
by-products. While it has been grind- 
ing out alfalfa meal and mixing a bal- 
anced ration for livestock, chicken 
feed and other similar products, ex- 
periments have been going on in the 
mill which have convinced the op- 
erators that common alfalfa, hitherto 
considered practically useless except 
as a stock food, possesses practically 
unlimited possibilities, the develop- 
ment of which will prove to the world 
that the great value of alfalfa by- 


products has been only suspected. 

The operators of this mill promise 
that within six months they will have 
on the market a flour derived from 
alfalfa which will be of splendid qual- 
ity for the baking of bread or any 
other food in which flour is now used. 
Alfalfa biscuits and even alfalfa hot 
cakes for breakfast are among the 
possibilities of the future. 

According to the mill operators, 
some of the alfalfa syrup was given to 
an old race horse man in Montana 
who was on the verge of complete 
physical collapse. He had been drink- 
ing heavily. After two teaspoons of 
the syrup, taken for a day or two, he 
declared that he felt better than at 
any time in his life and could “drink 
more whiskey than ever before.” 
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Importance of Dairying to the 
San Joaquin 


An expert, who was with the Uni- 
versity of California hog and dairying 
train that made a trip through the San 
Joaquin Valley last month, in a letter 
to the press of the valley, makes the 
statement that upon the dairying in- 
dustry rests the prosperity of the San 
Joaquin Valley. He declares that the 
total butter product of the nine coun- 
ties, commercially making butter, in- 
cluding Contra Costa, in 1911 was 
22,000,000 pounds. In 1912 the total 
output was 44,000,000 pounds, and it 
is a certainty that the 1913 product 
will be even greater. This means that 
the San Joaquin Valley today is mak- 
ing more than half of the state output. 
It is estimated that the 230,000 head 
of dairy cattle reported in 1909 will 


be quadrupled by the time present-. 


day high school boys go on the farm 
as superintendents or owners. 

Tulare is one county in the great 
San Joaquin Valley which will not 
dispute the statements of the expert. 
‘There the dairying industry has grown 
in importance at a very rapid rate 
during the past few years. 

The expert has made a close study 
of the valley counties and has given 
his particular attention to the dairy- 
ing industry. His observations will 
tend to impress upon people of the 
valley the importance of dairying, and 
probably will cause those who have 
an eye out for the future to make an 
investment in San Joaquin Valley land 
that is adapted especially to the grow- 
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ing of alfalfa. No safer investment 
can be offered in the State of Cali- 
fornia today. 


Brighter Outlook for the 
Oil Industry 


Reports of California oil production 
for the months of January, February 
and March, 1913, show such an in- 
crease over the same months last year 
that experts are already predicting 
that the total 1913 production will by 
far eclipse the 90,000,000 barrel mark. 
Figures for the present year also show 
that the production is rapidly increas- 
ing and that the surplus oil in storage 
is diminishing. This gratifying fact 
has caused the oil men much satis- 
faction. Experts admit that the gain 
in demand is growing faster than the 
gain in production, and this, they 
claim, foretells of large sales and in- 
creased property. In March, 1913, the 
oil output in California was 7,986,407 
barrels and shows an increase daily 
over the February production of 1101 
barrels. In March the oil surplus was 
estimated at 48,156,980 barrels; the 
surplus on hand in February was 
47 967,404 barrels, an increase of only 
189,576 in March. It is reported that 
the surplus last year piled up at the 
rate of 500,000 barrels per month. 
The comparison is considered very en- 
couraging. 


Millions to Come from the 
Seeds of Raisins 


According to a bulletin just issued 
by the Department of Agriculture, the 
State of California and the raisin in- 
dustry has been losing millions upon 
millions of dollars by throwing away 
the raisin seeds. Department experts 
state that a new and prosperous in- 
dustry will be built up from the by- 
products of the little seed. The bul- 
letin states that a valuable syrup may 
be made from the small sugary par- 
ticles that form and appear to chrys- 
talize on the seeds. Fixed oil, tanning 
extract and meal may also be manu- 
factured from raisin seeds, says the 
department. 


San Francisco Awakens to Possibilities 


of the San Joaquin Valley 


San Francisco is awakening to the 
possibilities of the great San Joaquin 
Valley. 

The first week in May a train load 
- of bay city business men spent seven 
days in exploring this great valley. 
They visited all of the counties and 
all of the principal cities and towns. 
The development and business ac- 
tivity surprised them. And were the 
people generally of San Francisco to 
see the San Joaquin Valley they, too, 
would be surprised. 

The San Francisco Examiner offers 
this advice to its readers: 

“A small army of the business men 
of San Francisco and the cities about 
the bay starts tomorrow upon an in- 
vasion of the San Joaquin Valley. 
Join the expedition if you can. Get 
acquainted with the richness and great 
possibilities of the valley. Things are 
moving ahead in that great region at 
a tremendous pace. Already the great- 
est raisin-growing district in the 
world, it is forging ahead in the pro- 
duction of every variety of fruit. 
Fresno county is three times as large 
as the State of Delaware. Thirty 
years ago a part of the arid plains, it 
now leads all the counties of Califor- 
nia in irrigation. Out of that plain, 
such a little time ago arid, is now pro- 
duced more raisins than are grown in 
Spain, which held the lead in raisin 
production for centuries. Two years 
ago the stock that thrives on its rich 
grass produced 3,803,644 pounds of 
butter. Grain, one of the first and 
greatest interests of the county, is 
being overshadowed by its orchards 
and vineyards. It holds the largest 
winery in the world and yearly pro- 
duces millions of gallons of sweet 
wine equal to the finest made in 
Europe. Its oil fields are famous. Its 
oil production is now estimated at 
more than $10,000,000 a year. Though 
primarily a farming country, under 
the soil of its hills and foothills a 


mineral empire of incalculable rich- 
ness lies untouched. 

“In a lesser degree all this is equally 
true of Kings county, which lies in the 
very heart of the valley. San Joaquin 
county, with an area of 1,448 square 
miles and a population of about 60,000, 
a land of grain and grapes with 40,000 
acres of vineyards and advantages for 
dairy operations unequaled anywhere 
else in the world, is another great and 
rich region. And there is Tulare 
county, one of the largest in the great 
valley, offering unequaled opportun- 
ities to the stockman and dairyman. 
Only the other day 144 head of steers, 
raised on grass in this county, proved 
of record weight and brought a record 
price, $15,000, in Los Angeles. 

“These figures give only the barest 
hint of the wonderful wealth of the 
San Joaquin Valley. Its surface has 
scarcely been scratched. Settlers are 
needed, settlers and factories and in- 
vestors. The crusade which the busi- 
ness men are starting upon through 
its fertile regions is scheduled to last 
a week. A week is little enough time 
to see the valley, but it will give the 
business men of San Francisco at least 
a glimpse of the empire that lies at 
their door.” 

The San Francisco Bulletin con- 
fesses that the possibilities of the San 
Joaquin Valley are being overlooked 
in the state’s metropolis. This paper 
says: 

“Cities have a way of getting self- 
centered, assuming that creation re- 
volves around them and forgetting the 
vast regions to which every great city 
is a pensioner. They are complacent, 
slightly contemptuous in their attitude 
toward good Mother Earth and those 
who live close to her. San Francisco 
is no exception. We sit here on our 
little hills on the ridge of the Pacific 
and most of us know a great deal less 
than we ought to know of the mag- 
nificent interland which lies behind us, 
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without which we would be no city 
at all. 

“Over the mountains, close to us as 
the birds fly, lies the wonderland val- 
ley of the San Joaquin. A river 
meanders down its broad expanse, 
lending its fruitfulness, and almost 
every food product that the heart of 
man could desire can be grown in its 
fertile bosom. It yields us great 
riches, even now, in the goodly fruits 
of the earth, but so far we have barely 
done more than scratch its surface 
with a stick. If all goes as it should 


it will be a great seat of contented 
population, engaged in the gentle arts 
of husbandry, which will be part of 
the sound, healthy heart of a mighty 
civilization. 

“The San Joaquin needs more peo- 
ple. It needs some of us for whom 
city life is too much or too little. We 
ought to be better acquainted with it. 
There are plenty of chances. The val- 
ley is playing host on Saturday. The 
railroads are running special trains. 
Why not take a run up? Business or 
pleasure, it will do us good.” 


Hogs Must Work to Earn the Food They are 


Fed on Farms in Canada 


In this country they make part- 
ridges feed themselves from an auto- 
matic machine, but that is nothing to 
a Canadian device for making pigs 
grind their own meal. - 


A traveler who is on a visit to Win- 
nipeg noticed from a window seat in 
a railway carriage so many of these 
appliances at work on the farms that 
his curiosity was aroused. In the ex- 
hibition at Winnipeg he found them 
on show in the farm machinery sec- 
tion. The chief part of the outfit was 
a barrel, with a milling appliance in- 
side, into which Indian corn is poured. 

The barrel is on a swivel, and there 
are holes low down in the ‘sides from 
which radiate bars of wood so placed 
that when a hog presses his snout 
against the bars the barrel turns 
round. This works the mill inside 
and newly ground meal falls under the 
hog’s nose. 


In order that the hog may waste 


none of his power in slipping there 
are slats on the floor, against which 
he can brace his hind feet and so keep 
the mill going. As many at 15 hogs 
can get a chance at the meal at the 
same time, and when a full force is at 
work the mill goes round at a lively 
rate, and each hog commanding a hole 
has a continuous trickle of meal as his 
reward. The machine is so contrived 
that no hog can get any meal unless 
he stays in the procession. He must 
either push and travel with the mill or 
drop out and let another hog take his 
place. 

The claim of the inventor that the 
machine is a labor saver is conceded 
at a glance when business is brisk. 
Only a hog fattener or a butcher 
would be qualified to pass judgment 
on the second claim, which is that 
hogs that have regularly worked for 
their living make better bacon and 
pork than hogs that have never done 
a snout’s turn all their lives. 
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Mowers are Singing a Song of Golden Wealth 
to the Farmers Throughout the State 


OR the past month the 
voice of the mower has 
been heard throughout 
the state. Haying is in 
full swing and the first 
crop of alfalfa has been 
practically cut and the greater part of 
the acreage has been irrigated. 

Indications are for a short hay crop 
—alfalfa and grain hay—and long 
prices. The dearth of rain this sea- 
son will cause an almost absolute 
failure, so far as grain hay is con- 
cerned, in practically all localities 
where irrigation is not available. 
However, in many sections where the 
grain has been irrigated, large crops 
will be secured but these instances are 
the exception. 

Unless the Washington and Oregon 
crops are bountiful and there will be 
a big surplus to ship into California, 
it is expected that the prices will soar 
considerably higher than for some 
time in the past. Dealers throughout 
the state are anticipating a short sea- 
son. The San Francisco Hay Associa- 
tion, the first of the month, issued a 
statement after taking stock of the hay 
on hand available for the San Fran- 
cisco market May Ist, which showed 
that on that date there were 25,050 
tons as against 47,000 tons for the 
same date last vear and 103.950 tons 
on the first day of May, 1911. This 
shows that there will be absolutely no 
hay carried over into the new season. 
and will guarantee a good demand for 
the new crop. 


Following are the average whole- 
sale prices in carload lots on the San 
Francisco market the first three weeks 
in May: 

Fancy wheat hay ...$25.00 to $27.00 
No. 1 wheat or wheat 


and oat ........00. 23.00 to 25.00 
No. 2 wheat or wheat 

and oat ........... 20.00 to 23.00 
Choice tame oat ..... 22.00 to 23.50 
Other tame oat ...... 19.00 to 21.00 
Barley and oat ...... 18.00 to 21.00 
Wild oat ........... 18.00 to 20.00 
Atalia erfeiert sieves 15.00 to 18.00 
Stock hay .......... 11.00 to 13.50 
Straw eene totes’ .50 to 75 


Local conditions largely effect the 
prices of hay and in localities where 
hardly enough is grown to meet the 
local demands, the prices are better 
than in those sections which raise a 
surplus and are compelled to sell on 
the outside. Consequently the price 
this season for the first cutting of 
alfalfa has ranged all of the way from 
$9 to $12.50 per ton in the feld. The 
average first cutting of alfalia is about 
one ton to the acre but reports from 
sections where water has been plen- 
tiful tell of cuttings which went two 
and two and one-half tons to the acre. 

Alfalfa growers are particularly 
pleased with the season’s prospects. 
Those who are able to take advantage 
of the reservoir system of irrigation 
consider themselves from two to three 
cuttings ahead of their neighbors who 
irrigate under different conditions. 


Enterprising Madera People Doing Big Booster Work 


The enterprising people of Madera 
county held two notable events during 
the past month which promise to work 
wonders in the development of that 
promising county. May 3rd a “Good 
Roads Pow Wow” was held in Grub 
Gulch, and it was attended by hun- 
dreds from different valley points. A 


big barbecue, and program of enter- 
tainment, both musical and athletic, 
were provided. The Tuesday before, 
the first annual banquet of the Madera 
County Chamber of Commerce was 
held in Madera and it was a fine suc- 
cess and tribute to the boosting spirit 
of the people of that county. 
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The Family Skeleton 


A stands for Ashley, the boys all call 
him “Slope ;” 

They declare that some day bell be 
a white hope. 


B stands for Barrett, so witty and 
neat; . 

As a society editor she scored some 
“beat.” 


C stands for Carpenter, who is be- 
loved by us all; 

They say his main hobby is doping 
baseball. 


D stands for Durfey, a good old scout; 
For the welfare of the company he’s 
always on the lookout. 


E stands for Elam, always first with 
the style; 

If she had her say she’d order lace by 
the mile. 


F stands for Forsey, sure to be of 
great renown; 

Very fair looking, but my! what an 
awful frown. 


G stands for Gallup, slender and tall; 
But for his Adams Apple he’d have 
no shape at all. 


H stands for Hawthorne, who is Irish 
no doubt; 

Call him an A. P. A. if you want to 
find out. 


I stands for Industry, which is our 
silent master; 

Pay more attention to your work and 
the day’ll go faster. 


J stands for Jones, a nice looking chap; 
He would be all right if he wasn’t so 
fat. 


K stands for Kern, and he’s some beau 
brummel, too; 

If you want to make him laugh call 
him “Hoo Hoo.” 


L stands for Lamour, so pleasant and 
cheerful; 

If he ever pops the question she'll 
have a big armful. 


M stands for Mason, but we all call 
him Dave; 

He sure can work, be it with pen or 
spade. 


N stands for Newlin, our purchasing 
agent; 

When the money’s all gone he'll know 
where it went. 


O stands for O’Melveny, whose first 
name is Guy; 

He knows how to make maps to look 
good to the eye. 


P stands for Phillips, who is a dash- 
ing young lad; 

While he reads meters the girls about 
him go quite mad. 


Q stands for Quick. There is no one 
by that name, 

So we wrote this stuff to take his 
place just the same. 


R stands for Rawlins, a bachelor man; 
Beware of the girls, Charles, they ll 
catch you if they can. 


S stands for Sweeney, the midnight 


son; 

When were going to bed, the day for 
him has just begun. 

T stands for Turpin, a fine, healthy 
lad; 

Riding a motorcycle is quite his fad. 


U stands for Us, the boys who wrote 
this dope; 

If we have offended, you'll pardon we 
hope. 

V stands for Van Buren, his first name 
is Ed; 

He's not very large but he sure has 
some head. 
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W stands for Wishon, the big man be- 
hind the gun; 
He’s the fellow who put power in our 


corporation. 

X stands for Xactness, we all try to 
be that; ; 

But try as we do, we sometimes fall 
flat. 


Y stands for Young. All of the girls 
say they’re that; 

But if you think not, for the love of 
Mike, keep it under your hat. 


Z stands for Zimmerman, a likeable 
young man; 

Hee the last on the list, so well do 
the best we can. 


If you have not been mentioned, 


don’t blame us. 


Van: “Do you believe in Fate?” 

Hawthorne: “Sure, Oi do, phwat 
would we be standing on without 
thim?” 


Erwin: “I want you to understand 
I am a self-made man.” 

Miss Hot Point: “If I were you I 
would not bother about taking a pat- 
ent out on it.” 


She Believed in Signs 


The patient in the Texas negress’s 
home had recovered. The health of- 
ficers came around to take down the 
sign. , 

“Sholy you-all ain’t a-goin’ to take 
down dat sign, is yuh?” she asked 
plaintively. 

The officials replied in the affirm- 
ative. 

“Now, ain’t dat too bad! Dere ain’t 
been nary a collector roun’ dis place 
for weeks while dat sign ’uz up dere. 
Kain’t you-all leave it dere, boss?” 

This was too good. The sign re- 
mained. 


A Misunderstanding 


The proud father to whom a col- 
lege education had been denied, met 
his daughter at the train on her re- 
turn from college. 

“But, Helen,” he said, “aren’t you 
unusually fat?” 

“Yes, Dad,” she replied, “weight 140 
pounds stripped for ‘gym’.” 

The father looked dazed for a mo- 
ment and then demanded: “Who in 
thunder is Jim?’—Ex. 


We ran out of letters. 


John: “Lend me a quarter.” 

Merrill: “Will you give it back as 
soon as you get it?” 

John: “Sure I will.” 

Merrill: “Then what is the use of 
my giving it to you?” 


A young lady whose name was O’Neal, 
Took a ride on the big ferris wheel; 
On the thirty-first round, 
She looked to the ground, 
And it cost her an eighty cent meal. 


Ruth, our telephone operator, boards 
at home. 

Where does her switchboard? 

Get a club, fellows, the cops are 
busy. 


Why the Load? 


An inebriated gentleman was going 
home one evening when he met a 
young man who was moving to a new 
home. The young man was very 
frugal and had decided to move his 
own things rather than pay a mover. 

On this trip he had a large hall clock 
on his back. It was heavy and he 
struggled until he heard the inebriated 
one call out: 

“Shay, there, you!” 

Thinking the man was going to help 
him, he set down the clock and said: 

“Well, sir?” 

He was astonished to hear the other 
stammer: 

“Shay, you, why don’t you buy a 
watch ?”—Harper’s. 
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Fresno 


The faithful and efficient service of 
a number of the attaches of the Fresno 
office was rewarded the first of the 
present month by promotion to more 
responsible positions. Mr. A. B. Car- 
penter was promoted from the position 
of Chief Clerk to that of Assistant to 
Auditor C. P Staal, while Mr. Ernest 
P. Smith, formerly head bookkeeper, 
was promoted to the position of Chief 
Clerk. Mr. V. R. Frazee, who has 
held the position of traveling auditor, 
was called in from the road and made 
head bookkeeper, and Mr. E. S. 
Erwin, in charge of the cost accounts, 
was promoted to the post of traveling 
auditor, Mr. J. F. Ring is now in 
charge of the cost accounts. 

Traveling Auditor E. o Erwin 
made a trip to Corcoran, Taft and 
Bakersfield the early part of the 
month, 

The summer season has been in- 
augurated by Harry Kern, Ross Doug- 
las, John Sweeney, Fletchcr Easton 
and Vic Wallace and they are now 
wearing their first coat of tan of the 
present year. They spent a Sunday 
recently swimming and lying on the 
sand along the banks of the San 
Joaquin. The result was they were 
exceedingly wary of affectionate 
friends, for several days after, who 
have a habit, of bestowing caressing 
pats on one’s back or arms. 

Paul B. Wilson, agent at Alpaugh 
in the new Stoil district, spent sev- 
eral days in Fresno the early part of 
the month, 

William Stranahan returned from 
Porterville the middle of the month 
after having completed the survey of 
the new “East 60” line between that 
place and Famosa, and he is now en- 
gaged in running the lines for the new 
pole line between Power House No. 3 
and Raymond. 

Willard C. Johnson, in charge of 


the Westinghouse branch office in 
Bakersfield, paid Fresno several visits 
during the present month. 

F. O. Alton, covering the valley 
for the small motor department of the 
General Electric Company, is again 
working his territory after a tem- 
porary vacation made necessary by 
the unfortunate fracture of his right 
arm while cranking his automobile. 
The injured member has completely 
healed and now Alton is as busy as 
ever. 

Mr. R. A. Niclas, an experienced 
accountant, has entered the service of 
the Fresno office. He was formerly 
employed in Visalia. 

Mr. Emil Newman, engineer in 
charge of construction at Nortt. Fork, 
was a visitor in Fresno this month. 
Mr. Newman is now busily engaged 
with the big work under his super- 
vision, 

Mr. F. S. Upson, who is a member 
of Ernest Newlin’s hustling force of 
salesmen in the Fresno district, has 
been joined by his wife and thev are 
comfortably domiciled in the Brix 
Apartments. 

Mr. Ross L. Douglas has been mak- 
ing frequent trips to the valley towns 
to discuss better methods of lighting 


with the merchants and civic bodies 


of these communities. Mr. Douglas 
has succeeded in making a greater 
number of splendid electric installa- 
tions and in every instance the super- 
iority of electricity over other forms 
of illumination has been immediately 
proven to the satisfaction of the mer- 
chant. 

Mr. Harry Kern, of the credit de- 
partment, made a trip to Clovis 1e- 
cently and spent an enjovable few 
hours with Mr] W. Coddington Otts, 
the company’s representative at that 
place. 

The Fresno office was lighted up by 
the cheery smile of Charlie McCardle, 
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who found time to spare from hust- 
ling Dinuba to pay the Fresno office 
a visit a week or two ago. 

Load Dispatcher L. J. Moore left 
May 17th for Iowa to be gone on a 
five weeks’ vacation. He will attend 
his class reunion at the Iowa State 
College in Ames and then will go to 
Newton, Iowa, his former home, to 
enjoy a visit with relatives. Mr. 
Moore has been looking forward to 
his eastern trip for some time past and 
will undoubtedly enjoy himself to the 
limit. The vacancy in the service 
caused by his absence is being filled 
by Mr. S. G. Palmer, who recently 


Mr. A. C. Balch, vice-president of 
the company, was in Fresno several 
days earlier in the month. 

The automobile races at Bakersfield 
several weeks ago were an attraction 
which several of the amateur Barney 
Oldfields in the office could not resist. 
Mr. Staal drove his Studebaker car 
and had as his guests Mr. and Mrs. 
A. B. Carpenter. Mr. W. E. Durfey 
also made the trip in his Studebaker. 
Zeke Johnston drove Mr. Walthall’s 
Cadillac and had as his passengers a 
half dozen of the charming members 
of the office force. John Sweeney and 
Eddie Hansen had planned to make 


Three of the Stars of the San Joaquin Light and Power Corporation Baseball Team. 
Reading from Left to Right, Lew Marley, Field; Carl Stockholm, 
Third Base; Eddie Hansen, Pitcher 


entered the employ of the company in 
the capacity of assistant dispatcher. 
Mr. Palmer is an electrical engineer, 
being a graduate of Cornell Univer- 
sity and the University of Nevada. 
He came to Fresno from Reno, 
Nevada, where he had been identified 
with an electric company for some 
time past. 

The many friends of Assistant Ger- 
eral Manager E. B. Walthall and O. 
A. Walthall heard with deep regret 
the sad news of their father’s death, 
which occurred in Modesto the latter 
part of last month. 


the trip but they collided with a tele- 
graph pole before they got out of town 
and the automobile had to be aban- 
doned. The boys are now setting 
aside a slice of the monthly pay check 
to pay for the damage. 

Messrs. D. P. Mason, and D. M. 
Speed, who recently arrived from San 
Francisco to do some work for the 
materials department, made a tour of 
several of the nearby districts during 
the month checking over materials on 
hand. 

Miss H. P. Cross has been assigned 
to the desk made vacant by the res- 
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ignation of Miss Viola Fontaine, who 
has gone to San Francisco, and Miss 
Lou A. Mallard has entered the ser- 
vice of the company to complete the 
staff of stenographers. 

The changeable condition of the 
weather seems to have had its effect 
upon some of the members of the 
Fresno office force and a number of 
enforced absences were taken this 
month on account of mumps. 

S. C. Hass, who has been working 
for the company for some time past 
in the Fresno district, has returned to 
his home in New Berne, North Car- 
olina. He has ordered the Magazine 
to be sent to his eastern address so 
that he can keep track of development 
of the company and the activities of 
his former associates. 

Mr. W. C. Taylor, of the power and 
mining engineering department of the 
General Electric Company, has been 
in California for several months past 
studying the electric drive in the oil- 
fields and in the mining districts. He 
was in Fresno early this month while 
on a tour of the Coalinga and Midway 
oilfields. Mr. Taylor made a close 
study of the oilfields conditions and 
has returned east with a better un- 
derstanding of this important Cali- 
fornia industry. 

The San Joaquin Light and Power 
baseball team has been at work for 
several weeks past and the boys are 
now rounding into fine form for the 
series of games to be played with 
Fresno teams. The first big game of 
the season is with the Stone and Web- 
ster aggregation and a dinner hangs 
in the balance. The P. G. and E. 
Brunswicks and a number of other 
local clubs are on the booking list of 
the power company nine. Eddie Han- 
sen and John Sweeney have the team 
in charge and they have a very speedy 
aggregation of tossers in the following 
line-up: 

Pitchers, Hansen and Van Buren; 
catcher, Sweeney; first base, Van 
3uren or Hansen; second base, Cut- 
ter; short stop, Turpin; third base, 
Stockholm; left field, Rawlings; center 
field, Marley; right field, Leavitt. 

Mr. A. J. McKellow, stream gauger 


at North Fork, was in Fresno for sev- 
eral days during the middle of the 
month, making official reports and 
purchasing supplies for over the sum- 
mer season, 

Mr. L. W. Stahl, who has been be- 
hind the consumers’ counter in the 
Fresno office for the past two months, 
has been transferred to the Corcoran 
district where he is to assist Agent 
Bearden by assuming charge of the 
detail work in the office. 

Mr. L. J. Moore, load dispatcher, is 
the author of a very interesting article 
on irrigation in the May issue of “The 
Iowa Engineer,” a monthly magazine 
published by the students of the divis- 
ion of engineering at the Iowa State 
University. Mr, Moore is a graduate 
of this university and has kept in close 
touch with his former associates in 
that institution since coming to the 
coast. The subject of Mr. Moore's 
article is “Irrigation by Electric 
Pumping in the San Joaquin Valley 
of California.” Mr. Moore gives an 
exhaustive explanation of the pump- 
ing irrigation principle and goes into 
cost figures. His articles undoubtedly 
was of great interest and benefit to 
the engineering students of the uni- 
versity. ' 

C. F. Gilchrist of Berkeley has en- 
tered the company service to assume 
the management of the meter depart- 
ment. 


Bakersfield 

Mr. T. C. Gillespie and Mr. J. T. 
Ryan, from the San Francisco office 
of the J. G. White Engineering Cor- 
poration, in company with Mr. W. E. 
Barrett and Mr. A. Emory Wishon, 
spent two days in Bakersfield on busi- 
ness. 

Mr. F. N. Baughman has resigned 
his position as clerk in the consumers’ 
department and has accepted a good 
position with the King Lumber Com- 
pany. 

It is reported that Miss Eva M. 
Smith of the Bakersfield office is very 
anxiously awaiting the arrival of a 
new touring car. The joy-riders of 
Bakersfield are increasing every day. 

The company garage at Bakersfield 
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is very rapidly taking on the appear- 
ance of a Ford agency. This is not 
to be regretted as the Fords are highly 
satisfactory to all their users. 

Mr. J. M. Buswell, Chief Inspector, 
spent several days at Bakersfield this 
month going over the matters in line 
with his business. 

Mr. A. G. Wishon, in company with 
Mr. A. C. Balch, Vice-President of the 
company, paid Bakersfield a visit dur- 
ing the past month. 

Assistant General Manager E. B. 
Walthall was in Bakersfield on busi- 
ness recently. 

Mr. Robert Brisbane of the J. G. 
White Engineering Corporation has 
opened a construction office in Bak- 
ersfield, and has commenced the ar- 
rangements for the construction of the 
addition to the Bakersfield steam 
plant. Mr. Brisbane is to be assisted 
in the handling of his office work by 
Mr. E. L. Moreno from San Fran- 
cisco, 

Mr. R. E. L. Garner, who has for 
the past year been employed as a con- 
ductor on the Bakersfield street car 
lines, has accepted a position as col- 
lector for the company. Mr. Garner 
is to take the position being vacated 
by Mr. W. K. Nelson, who is going 
East. 

Miss Theo Altstaetter has accepted 
the position of switchboard and tele- 
ephone operator in the Bakersfield of- 
fice. She is to take the position 
vacated by Mrs. Myrtle Doll. 

Mr. A. C. Drake, a successful 
rancher of El Monte, has placed his 
new pumping plant in service. It is 
operated by a 15 horsepower motor. 
Mr. Drake intends to use this plant 
to irrigate 160 acres of alfalfa near 
Rio Bravo and he will eventually im- 
prove 320 acres of raw land. 

Mr. Tracy N. Stebbins, a Los An- 
geles real estate man who has large 
holdings of fine alfaifa land near Rio 
Bravo, is operating his 25 horsepower 
electric pumping plant which he in- 
stalled to replace steam. ‘This plant, 
together with a 15 horsepower plant, 
will furnish water to irrigate 500 acres 
of alfalfa at the “Home Ranch.” Mrs. 
Stebbins is operating a 10 horsepower 


plant to irrigate 40 acres near the 
“Home Ranch.” 

Professor E. A. Farrington, of El 
Monte, is installing a 15 horsepower 
electric pumping plant on his ranch 
near Rio Bravo. Professor Farrington 
will furnish water to severai adjoining 
properties, the owners of which are 
glad to get an irrigation supply from 
this source. 

Dr. F. W. Mitchell is improving 26 
acres near Edison. He is installing a 
3 horsepower electric motor and is 
building a reservoir from which to ir- 
rigate. He has secured an excellent 
flow of water and the well is a good 
one in every respect. It has attracted 
considerable attention, having been 
the first one drilled in this particular 
section of the Edison country. 

A 2 horsepower motor for domestic 
purposes is being installed by Mr. A. 
J. Faust at his new home east of Bak- 
ersfield. 

T. S. Takimoto, a Japanese nursery- 
man, is to plant ten acres at Edison 
with nursery stock and is installing 
a 5 horsepower motor for irrigation 
purposes. The demand tor citrus 
stock is strong in Kern county and 
this ambitious nurseryman sees the 
opportunity for an extensive business. 

The success of the electrically op- 
erated pumping jack in the Kern 
River oilfields is causing an increase 
in the number of motors installed for 
this purpose. The Associated Oil 
Company has just completed the in- 
stallation of two jacks, one operating 
16 wells with a 30 horsepower motor 
and the other operating six wells with 
a 15 horsepower motor. 

The Kern Trading and Oil Com- 
pany has just completed the installa- 
tion of a 35 horsepower jack with 
which 23 wells are being pumped. 

The Kern River Oilfields of Califor- 
nia, Limited, are now operating a 
Mascot jack which is driven by a 35 
horsepower motor. 

Chief Clerk O. M. Simpson was 
called into the Fresno office on bus- 
iness this month. 

H. T. Higgenbotham has been trans- 
ferred to the Selma office and is now 
behind the cashier’s desk at that place, 
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succeeding C. F. Baldt, who resigned 
to enter the employ of the Southern 
Pacific Company in San Francisco. 
E. S. Erwin, who was recently pro- 
moted to the position of traveling au- 
ditor, was in Bakersfield a short time 
ago on his maiden trip through this 
territory. He has many friends in the 
Bakersfield office, who have been 
showering him with congratulations 
as the result of his latest promotion. 


: Tule River 
The orders to rush the work on the 
Tule River plant has made a big in- 
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at Soda Springs in the Tule River District. 


retary W. E. Durfey; General 
Chief Clerk Harr’son, Tule River District; 


D. 


the top of the pipe line hill at the 
junction of the Nelson and Doyle 
branches. A force of seventy men are 
now at work making road up the 
Nelson branch. 

On account of the great increase in 
hauling of materials which has arisen 
following the orders to rush work on 
the completion of the Tule River 
plant, the company has deemed it 
necessary, for the safety of the public 
as well as to prevent delay to com- 
pany business, to declare the com- 
pany road above the Club House 
closed to the public after May 15th. 


Party of San Joaquin Light and Power Corporation Officials 
Reading from Right to Left, Assistant Sec- 
Manager A. G. Wishon; 


Dave Mason; Eddie Warren; 


L. Wishon, Engineer in Charge of Tule 


River Construction Work; Saw Mill Superintendent Barton, and Purchasing Agent J. H. 


Newlin, 


crease in activities, and now there are 
225 men on the payroll of this job. 
The number of camps have been in- 
creased to five and thirteen Chinamen 
now comprise the kitchen force of the 
different camps. The headquarters 
camp is to be moved from the position 
it has held for several years past, to 
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The road was built by the company 
at its own expense over private right 
of way and a large sum of money has 
been spent in building and maintain- 
ing it. The road is not very wide and 
although a number of turnouts have 
been recently added, the facilities for 
passing are still inadequate for heavy 
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Two Views of Camp B at No. 2 Plant, Showing Tent Quarters for Men and 
Commissary Department 


public traffic. For some time past 
the public has been permitted to 
use the road and it has been a source 
of great pleasure and convenience 
owing to its accessibility to a part of 
the mountains which heretofore had 
been closed to vehicles. Owing to the 
limitations imposed by the Federal 
Government, which make it necessary 
that the Tule River plant be com- 
pleted and in operation by the first of 
January, 1914, orders have been issued 
to rush the construction and an effort 
is being made to complete the job by 
October. This of course has made 
necessary an increase in the working 
force and also in the teaming force. 
A number of additional heavy teams 
have been added and a motor truck 
has also been placed into service. This 
truck is making two round trips a day 


and is doing the work of two four- 
horse teams. The importance of get- 
ting the materials and commissary 
supplies to the camps at appointed 
times is very essential, now that the 
work is being carried on under top 
speed, and the only way of insuring 
the proper working of schedules is to 
retain the road exclusively for the use 
of the company. The company team- 
ing is done on schedule so that up- 
going and down-going teams pass at 
the turnouts without delay, but before 
the new order went into effect traffic 
was disrupted many times a day by 
meeting public vehicles on narrow 
places on the road which prevented 
passing. General Manager A. G. 
Wishon has promised to give the road 
to the county of Tulare as a gift im- 
mediately after the completion of the 
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Tule River plant. This will give 
sightseers and business people of the 
county an excellent piece of roadway 
going into one of the most picturesque 
spots of the mountains. 


North Fork 

The force conducting the work on 
the No. 2 plant has been considerably 
increased during the past month. 
Camp B has been established one and 
one-half miles south of the main head- 
quarters camp and is now housing 
seventy men. 

Work in the tunnels is progressing 
rapidly and an air compressor and two 
Sullivan-Rand drills and two Fort 


Mr. Emil Newman, Engineer in Charge of 
Construction Plant No. 2 


Wayne electric rock drills have been 
installed and are aiding in the work. 
About one thousand lineal feet of tun- 
nel and a like amount of open con- 
duit have been excavated at this time. 
Electric lights and motor driven fans 
have been installed in three of the 
tunnels. 

The engineering force has been in- 
creased by the arrival of R. M. Dodge, 
V. C. Noddin and F. M. Townsend. 
The following foremen have been 
added to the grading and tunnel force, 
L. F. Jones, F. Irwin, J. D. Bardsley, 
D. W. Bardsley and Frank Jones. H. 
B. Walker has recently been employed 
as electrician, M. E. Newman as forc- 
man and demonstrator of the electric 
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drills, L. A. Lewis as commissary 
clerk, Raymond Tyler as timekeeper, 
and Ed. Randall as master mechanic. 


Merced 

The past month has seen a great 
deal of distribution line construction 
work in the Merced district, to serve 
customers for power for agricultural 
purposes. 

A line has just been completed to 
the ranches of the Adams Brothers 
and the Stevenson Colony where 800 
acres will be irrigated by a 25 horse- 
power plant. 

A line has been completed to Delhi, 
a station on the Southern Pacific 
Company line five miles northwest of 
Livingston, and service is now being 
given there. 

A construction crew has been busy 
for some time past building a line for 
a 15 horsepower plant for the Planada 
Development Company on the Holt 
land near Planada. The experiments 
with continuous pumping and reser- 
voir irrigation in this locality have 
been wonderfully successful and the 
advantage of having water when you 
want it has been shown on properties 
irrigated by electric pumping plants 
in marked contrast with adjoining 
properties under the ditch or dry 
farmed. 

Agent Casad has a large force ot 
men at work in the city of Merced 
laying gas mains on 25th, 26th and K 
streets. The increase in the demand 
for gas service attests the rapid 
growth of Merced. 

The Yosemite Mining and Dredging 
Company have resumed operations 
and there is again considerable ac- 
tivity on the properties of this com- 
pany. 

The Merced Investment Company 
has purchased 6,000 acres from the 
Chowchilla Land Company and has 
announced the intention of colonizing 
the same at once. 

The residents of the little town of 
Ballico, which is on the Santa Fe line 
north of the Merced River, are over- 
joyed by a recent realty transfer by 
which Peck Brothers of San Francisco 
come into possession of 10,000 acres 
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near that place from Edgar M. Wil- 
son. The new owners intend to col- 
onize and have declared that they will 
make improvements in the town of 
Ballico to assist them in the exploita- 
tion of the colony. 

Scott Hughes, gas maker at the 
Merced plant, has returned from a 
visit to Bakersfield where he was sum- 
moned by the serious illness of his 
sister. 

Mrs. O. B. Griffes is visiting with 
her mother in Fresno. During her ab- 


at the “Get Together” meeting of the 
farmers and Livingston Chamber of 
Commerce on Tuesday, May 6th. Mr. 
Casad is a booster from the ground 
up and he was in his element pledg- 
ing his support to the development of 
Merced county. 

Mrs. G. C. Benjamin has been called 
to Bakersfield by the illness of her 
sister. 

Recently Agent Casad received a 
box of cigars. He has since kept his 
desk locked during his absence from 


Dinner Bell at Headquarters Camp Plant No. 2 


sence O. B. G. is staying at Meany’s 
Boarding House and the local office 
force are wondering if Mrs. Griffes 
would cut her visit short were she to 
know of the large number of at- 
tractive young ladies who congregate 
three times daily at this popular board- 
ing house. 

Neumann, the assistant bookkeeper, 
has tried out the new dance platform 
of the Merced Concert Band at 18th 
and L streets and he pronounces the 
floor perfect. Neumann ought to know 
because he is the dancing kid and is 
the original first nighter among the 
followers of the lost art of ragtime. 

R. Casad represented the San 
Joaquin Light and Power Corporation 


the office. The office force are won- 
dering why. Can it be that R. C. does 
not believe that tobacco will benefit 
the health of the crew? 


Coalinga 

Estimates have been submitted for 
the building of one mile of line and 
distribution service in the town of 
Huron. Work will be begun imme- 
diately upon the approval of the es- 
timate. The people of Huron are 
overjoyed at the prospect of getting 
electric service. 

Jack Tullock and his crew have 
been busy the greater part of the past 
month setting up and wiring the new 
Coalinga sub-station. The station is 
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of the regulation type and since being 
cut in has been working perfectly. 

To travelers on the Coalinga branch 
of the Southern Pacific the sight at 
the Pleasant Valley Stock Farm pre- 
sents one of the most interesting 
views. It is haying time and Super- 
intendent Nelson has had sixteen men 
at work steadily since cutting began. 
The stock farm is an oasis on the dry 
plains on the west side and is a strik- 
ing example of what can be accom- 
plished by water. The beautiful green 
alfalfa fields are a refreshing change 
in scenery from the rest of the west 
side landscape. 

The new camp of the Standard Oil 
Company on section 36, 19-15, has 
been connected with the electric serv- 
ice and is now enjoying lights. 

Arthur Ellenburg has been trans- 
ferred from the Fresno office and is 
now comfortably settled with his 
family in Coalinga. He is an exper- 
ienced office man and makes a wel- 
come addition to the local force. 


Taft 

Chief Inspector J. M. Buswell vis- 
ited the Taft district this month from 
Fresno. 

Traveling Auditor E. S. Erwin was 
in ‘Taft for several days this month. 

The office building in Taft has re- 
ceived a coat of fresh paint and has 
been fitted up with awnings. These 
improvements make a big difference 
in the appearance of the office. 

S. A. Northington is now chief clerk 
of the Taft office. 

The big air compressor on the Cali- 
fornia Midway property bas been 
working steadily since April 20th and 
is proving to be a great success. 

Mr. W. C. Johnson has earned the 
title of the Beau Brummel of the 
Westinghouse force. Johnnie has been 
spending several days on the west side 
almost every week for some time past. 

Mr. Angus Stewart, the conscien- 


tious and likewise efficient time- 
keeper for the Midway district is 
Scotch. He likes a joke, when he can 


see it. but it riles him to mix pleasure 
with business. And these days Angus 
is business almost twenty-four hours 
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of the day. Consequently it took him 
a long, long time to see the joke that 
some of the boys perpetrated upon 
him a short time ago. The Midway 
district is blessed with a mascot in the 
shape of a Shepard dog by the name 
of “Bo.” When Angus collected his 
time cards one morning, he found one 
for 27 hours overtime made out in the 
name of “Bo” Shepard. This was too 
much for Angus. He literally went 
up in the air and through the roof. 
He said he wanted to see the man who 
could make him believe that you could 
get in 27 hours overtime in his first 
day’s work. Angus was insulted that 
any one should even attempt to get 
away with such a bald-faced lie. It 
took a whole lot of explaining to show 
Angus the joke, but he finally grasped 
it and now Jack Carter looks up every 
once in a while to see Angus enjoy- 
ing a quiet little chuckle all by him- 
self. 


Los Banos 

District Agent Whittington made a 
trip to Fresno the middle of the 
month, 

A 20 horsepower motor has been in- 
stalled at the temporary pumping 
plant on the Stearns place near Men- 
dota for service pending the arrival of 
a new pump which Mr. Stearns has 
recently ordered. 

Messrs. F. C. Carroll and Thomas 
Hancock, the bookkeeper and collec- 
tor of the Los Banos office, made a 
trip to Fresno recently to enjoy their 
Sunday vacation, 

Linemen Ray Thornton and W. B. 
Milligan have been transferred from 
the Fresno district to Los Banos. 

The Oro Lomo Farms Company at 
Dos Palos, which is putting 8,000 
acres of farm land on the market, is 
arranging to install another 50 horse- 
power motor on a fine well. The com- 
pany at present is pumping two heavy 
flowing wells with 25 and a 50 horse- 
power motors. They are running on 
continuous service and are doing ex- 
cellent work. 

The Dos Palos Rancho Company, 
which owns 23,000 acres in the vicin- 
itv of Dos Palos, has a 50 horsepower 
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motor in operation on a big water well 
and a huge stream of water is being 
furnished for irrigation. The company 
is drilling another well and a big pro- 
ducer is expected. 


McFarland 

W. J. Browning and Andrew Vieux, 
owners of the 160 acre Brown ranch 
adjoining the town of Famoso, let a 
contract to B. A. Welcher for a 12 
inch well to be drilled on the prop- 
erty and work was commenced on the 
well. A pump and electric motor will 
be installed just as soon as Mr. 
Welcher completes the well and pit. 


Coast Counties 

The town of Santa Margarita is 
now receiving electric service. Wed- 
nesday, May 14th, the new 10,000 volt 
line into that place was “warmed up” 
and reports from Agent Glass on the 
day of the first tryout told of perfect 
working conditions and the total ab- 
sence of trouble. 

The 60,000 volt transmission line 
has been completed into Santa Maria 
and this ends the high line construc- 
tion work on the coast. The construc- 
tion crews are now busily engaged 
with the work of erecting the distribu- 
tion lines to extend the service to 
coast counties farms and oilfields. 
The Santa Maria sub-station has been 
completed and is connected up with 
the distribution lines giving service 
throughout the Santa Maria district. 

Work is progressing very favorably 
upon the oilfields and Jolon distribu- 
tion lines. Line Foreman J. C. McCul- 
lough, who was in charge of the work 
on the Santa Margarita line, known 
in official circles as “Estimate No. 
13,” is now at work with his crew 
stringing wire on the oilfields exten- 
sion. The poles are up for a distance 
of a dozen and more miles and McCul- 
lough is stringing the wire with his 
customary speed and thoroughness. 

The construction work in the new 
territory on the coast is under the 
supervision of General Foreman G. R. 
Stebbins and he is being kept busy 
looking after the completion of the 


survey of the Santa Maria oilfields ex- 
tension in addition to the large amount 
of other construction work which is 
under his charge. 

W. R. Wheaton, who has been in 
charge of the pole treating plants in 
Fresno and in San Miguel, has re- 
signed as superintendent of the latter 
plant and May Ist terminated his ser- 
vices with the company to become the 
vice-president and general manager of 
the Western Timber Treating Com- 
pany, which has offices in Los An- 
geles and Sacramento. Mr. Wheaton 
has been succeeded at the San Miguel 
plant by Mr. C. B. Tanner, who was 
assistant to Mr. Wheaton during his 
superintendency. Mr. Geo. H. Proc- 
tor, who has been with the coast coun- 
ties construction crews, has been 
transferred to the pole treating plant 
at San Miguel. Mr. Wheaton made 
many close friendships with members 
of the San Joaquin family during his 
service with the company and every- 
one wishes him the best of luck and 
fortune in his new enterprise. 


Valley Development Notes 


The Jeff James ranch on the West 
Side has been sold by the Graham 
Farm Lands Company to a party of 
Los Angeles capitalists, the price not 
being stated. The Graham interests 
paid $2,500,000 for the property about 
a year ago. 


Activity by the Santa Fe Railroad 
Company’s engineers in making sur- 
veys through the foothill country east 
of Reedley is the cause of much spec- 
ulation on the part of residents living 
in the districts lying between Porter- 
ville and the south and Wahtoke and 
Clovis on the north. 


A party of eight men, representing 
a Mennonite community in centrai 
Kansas, visited Laton and the Grant 
recently, looking over the country” 
with a view to obtaining a suitable 
tract of land for a colony. The visit- 
Ors were accompanied by seven other 
members of their sect whose homes 
are in Reedley. 
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Famous Men who Represent Our Company— 


W. Coddington Edison Otts of Clovis 


“Ladies and gentlemen, W. Cod- 
dington Edison Otts, of Clovis, Cali- 
fornia!” 

In Clovis not many people use 
that long handle on his name, but 
Editor Armstrong, of the Clovis 
Tribune, and a few of the town au- 
thorities have given it to him to stick 
and they mean that it shall stick. 

But old “Bill” Otts is good enough 
for most Clovis people. 

What would the good folks of 
Clovis do without Bill? A few weeks 
ago Bill was not feeling very well. 
Apparently he had a touch of the 
spring fever. 

“T guess I will have to be moving 
out of this town of Clovis,” drawled 
Bill in his soft accent. 

“Why, Bill Otts, what would we 
ever do without you?” exclaimed a 
group of the ladies all excited like. 

And that would be a problem, prob- 
ably more serious to Clovis than 
whether or not a bond issue should be 
voted to pave the streets. 

For Bill Otts is the real handy man 
of the town. He runs the furniture 
store, sells and repairs sewing ma- 
chines, he represents a most prosper- 
ous and courteous firm of Fresno un- 
dertakers, he is the local agent for the 
San Joaquin Light and Power Cor- 
poration, he does the collecting for 
the corporation, he conducts a large 
and extensive electric supply and wir- 
ing business on his own responsibility, 
he turns on the juice in the church 
whenever there is a meeting night, he 
inspects all of the building and the 
electric wiring, he shoots trouble of all 
kinds whether electrical or domestic, 
he is the first call of the mothers for 
aid for their teething babies and if Bill 
cannot pacify the crying youngsters 
then it is time to call a doctor—not 
before; and finally, after his multitude 
of daily labors have been done and he 
thinks everybody in Clovis should be 
in bed, Bill makes the rounds of the 
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Mr. W. Coddington Edison Otts, Who Put 
the Sweet Scented Clove in Clovis 


electric street lights and turns off the 
switches. Then he is ready to get 
forty winks so as to be refreshed by 
the time the cocks crow in the morn- 
ing, his signal to go around and start 
the fires in the town restaurants. 

One day Bill was going down the 
street on a rather urgent business call. 
He was passing a restaurant when the 
proprietor hurriedly ran out to the 
sidewalk, 

“O, Bill, come here. 
needs fixing.” 

And Bill went in and soldered the 
broken handle to the coffee pot. 


My coffee pot 


San Joaquin Light and Power Magazine 


“It seems like nobody else is good 
at tinkering in this town except my- 
self,” drawled Bill, as he again joined 
the impatient business man. 

The mystery of Bill’s aristocratic 
name was explained by Editor Arm- 
strong. Coddington is out of respect 
to Bis Chesterfieldian manners, 
while Edison pays homage to his in- 
ventive genius. Bill at one time fig- 
ured on the wiring necessary to install 
a machine, invented to expand cream, 
by which a gallon of ice cream could 
be obtained from one pint of pure 
cream. 


With the Street Car 


Motorman C. Nelson and Conductor 
Asa Clark are on main line run No. 1 
for May. During their spare moments 
they tell of the things they expect to 
happen on their trip to the mountains 
this summer. 

Motorman Jas. Moore and Conduc- 
tor A. Brower have main line run No. 
2 for May. Jim and Al make a good 
team and work well together, both 
having been well broken. 

Motorman Andy Anderson and Con- 
ductor H. Crossno have main line run 
No. A Mr. Crossno spent April 26th 
at the new race track and enjoyed the 
sport. 

Motorman H. Crandall and Conduc- 
tor F. Waite have main line run No. 
4 for May. Frank was laid up with 
a bad eye caused by something drop- 
ping into it while adjusting his trolley. 

Motorman Fred Weigan and Con- 
ductor Kast have main line run No. 5 
for May. Fred, who is an enthu- 
siastic baseball fan, is glad that the 
games are to continue. 

Motorman J. Cummings and E. 
Warren have main line run No. 6 for 
May. Mr. Cummings is very much 
pleased because of his regular run. 
Being a “newly wed” the extra list 
did not appeal to him as well as the 
regular. 

Motorman P. Washburn and Con- 


Bill missed his calling. He should 
have launched into the diplomatic 
service. One day a woman property 
owner complained that an electric wire 
came too close to her house. Bill of- 
fered to put two pretty brown in- 
sulators onto the chimney. “They’ll 
decorate the roof,” he explained. Sim- 
ple enough if one has an eye for the 
artistic. Bill knows all of the girls, 
and all of the girls know Bill. When- 
ever Bill comes along mothers cast 
approving glances in his direction. 
Oh, you Bill, hoo hoo. 


Boys at Bakersfield 


ductor Stock have main line run No. 7 
this month. Mr. Washburn has re- 
cently been transferred from Chester 
Avenue line. 

Motorman Joe Lachance and Con- 
ductor C. Warren have main line run 
No. 8 for May. Clyde has been on the 
sick list for several weeks, having to 
undergo a painful nasal operation. 

Motorman C. Sanford and Conduc- 
tor H. Clark are on Chester Avenue 
run No. 1 for this month, this being 
Harry’s turn on the new car No. 14. 

Motorman S. Crissman and Con- 
ductor Martin have Chester Avenue 
run No. 2. Sam wears a smile these 
days occasioned by his falling heir to 
a daylight run. Martin says he does 
very well for a new man on the run 
and with a few days’ coaching he 
thinks he will have a fine motorman. 

Motorman R. McCrary and Conduc- 
tor C. McMillian are on Chester Ave- 
nue run No, A Ray is arranging to 
build a concrete block house on the 
lots he recently purchased. McMil- 
lian still goes the round in his old 
pleasant way. 

Motorman A. Combs and E. Garrett 
have Chester Avenue run No. 4. Alex 
and Emery puff up a little when they 
meet the other boys with their old 
cars. 

Motorman D. Stockton and Conduc- 
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tor H. Shaffer have Chester Avenue 
run No. 5 this month. Dennis and 
Harry say they care nothing about 
Garrett’s car as they will have one 
soon, 


Motorman F. McSmith and Roy 
Garner have Chester Avenue run No. 
6. Frank is a new man with the com- 
pany but he and Roy are on the job 
just like old timers and have no “over- 
sleeps” to their credit. 

C. J. Hess, A. Spear and E. Turner 
are taking care of the extra runs for 
May. 

Master Mechanic Mickelberry is 
having the seats in the new cars re- 
finished, which will add greatly to 


their appearance. He is looking for- 
ward to the building of the new shops 
and barn contemplated, when all 
equipment will be given a general 
overhauling. 

Roadmaster D. Jump is still making 
the rounds on his division. 

Inspector J. O. Arnold is betting 
that he has the finest garden in Kera 
county but the boys are from “Mis- 
souri” and wish to be “showed.” 

Mail Carrier F. M. Pinnell is one of 
the latest subscribers to the Magazine. 
He is popular with all the boys in the 
street car Service. One of the ways 
he has adopted to spend his spare time 
is in the service of the fire department 
as an extra man. : 


Mining to be Revived in Former Wealth Producing 
District of Madera County 


A mining excitement, with a basis 
for a boom, is taking possession of 
many minds in Madera county. Fol- 
lowing the announcement of the re- 
opening of the famous Enterprise 
mine and the establishment of a stamp 
mill near Grub Gulch, is a report of 
discoveries on Quartz mountain. Mr. 
Gilbert Zwicker, a mining man from 
Coarse Gold, was in Madera recently 
and to the Mercury stated that prop- 
erties now being worked there are 
giving results that warrant the ex- 


16,000 Acre Hog Ranch 


Dr. Chas W. Bryson of Los Angeles 
is planning a 16,000 acre hog ranch 
at Angiola. Every building on the 
property is to be constructed of 
cement, and an expert veterinarian is 
to be in constant attendance. H. E. 
Whipple, an expert swine breeder, is 
to be manager. 
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ploiting of the whole area of 714 acres. 
For the first time in many years the 
first assessment work on old claims 
was done in 1912. Jumpers took pos- 
session of the old French company 
claims, several buildings were de- 
stroyed and new development work 
was undertaken. Title to five claims 
of especial promise has been cleared 
as the result of lengthy litigation and 
they are now to be consolidated and 
worked together. The scene of the 
new activity is about thirty-five miles 
from Madera. 


Plant for Selma Physician 


Dr. Fred H. Williams is putting in 
a four-inch pump and a seven and one- 
half horse power motor at his ranch 
south of Selma. He will construct a 
reservoir covering one-half acre, and 
by running his plant night and day ir- 
rigate his own ranch and sixty acres 
for a neighbor. 
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